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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The organising of the centenary celebrations has been the responsibility of the centenary 
committee, which is a special sub-committee of the Corrimal Rangers Soccer Club Inc. 


However, a great many people and companies have given freely of their time, given cash and kind, 
without which the celebrations would not have been possible. The following list is, we hope, 
complete at the time of publication and we apologise for any omissions. 

To all who have assisted thus far, and to those that will assist during the celebrations, we extend 
our thanks. 

Goodness Sake Bakery 
Huxley & Petrov 
City Coast Credit Union 
R & F Ziems Butchers 
Pembers Mitsubishi Motors 
Peter Martin’s Pharmacy 
Corrimal Court Management 
Illawarra Soccer Assoc. ' 

Kevin Love 
Ross Smith 
Len Chafer 
Dianne Willock 
Syd Fairs 

Surfside (Int.) Travel 
K. L. Greenwood, Butcher 
Aid. Norma Wilson 
Aid. Bill Bametson 
The Beach House 
Aid. Dave Campbell 

The information contained in this book was taken from articles printed in the local newspapers, 
current and past. For this reason there may be incorrect spelling of names and for these we 
apologise. Similarly some names may have been missed as we had no other means of checking 
those that may have played or those that were officials over the 100 year period of the clubs 
existence. 


Corrimal Fruit Market 
Joint Coal Board 
United Mineworkers Fed. 
Corrimal Leagues Club 
Illawarra Mercury 
Corrimal Bowling Club 
Bellambi Bowling Club 
ANZ Bank 
Commonwealth Bank 
Corrimal CBD 
2WL Radio 

Alex Fraser’s Pharmacy 
Coleman’s Transport 
Corrie Power 
Corrimal Fruit Market 
Stephen Martin, M.H.R. 
Colin Markham, M.L.A. 
Yvonne & Colin Heard 
Ian McManus, m.la. 


LIFE MEMBERS: 

There have been many persons accorded the priviledge of life membership of the Corrimal 
Rangers Soccer Club over the century of the club’s existence. In all cases the honour has been well 
merited. Most of those given this award, and who have now ‘shuffled off this mortal coil’ have 
been mentioned in the foregoing text. Those that are still around to celebrate with us this 
centennial year are Mrs. J. Jardine (now in her nineties), Mr. Warren Kerr, Mrs. Beryl Dent, 
Mr. Peter Dent, Mrs. Isabel Peace, Mr. Alan Peace, Mr. Jack Seymour, Mr. Jim Smede, Mrs. 
Thelma Brown, Mrs. Heather White, Mrs. Mena Bridal and Mr. Ken Sellers. 
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THE PRESIDENT 

Over the past 100 years the players, officials and supporters of Corrimal Rangers have had a 
history of achievement both on the sporting field and in the community. It has always been a 
progressive club working for the betterment of the game and social conditions. That we have had 
some success in these goals is illustrated in the pages of this book. 

The Rangers have faced many trials and tribulations since their establishment but through 
comradeship and a spirit of sportsmanship have been able to weld together an organisation capable 
of lasting for 100 years, a tribute in itself. 

I must extend thanks to those that have been responsible for keeping the Rangers together, both 
pioneer and present, so that we may celebrate this centenary. 

A special thanks to those taking part in the organising of the celebrations, particularly those who 
worked so hard in the compilation of the book, giving us a permanent record of the history of the 
club. 

Now we can look forward to the next hundred years in which the club will, hopefully, gain more 
honours and be a leading spirit in the fulfillment of Soccer’s ideals, both on the playing field and in 
the community. 

Yours in sport 

Kevin Squires 

President 
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Comma! Rangers Soccer Club 


100 YEARS 
OF 

CORRIMAL RANGERS SOCCER CLUB 
A SHORT HISTORY 

ifc ¥ *S* ^ 


and in the beginning 


The township of Comma! was first mooted when advertisements appeared in both the Wollongong 
Argus and the Illawarra Mercury notifying of an auction of land to be held to form a model town. 
The auction was not very successful but some lots were sold so Saturday May 3rd, 1884, can 
probably be looked upon as CorrimaFs Foundation Day. It did not take long for the town to 
expand, and within six years a school was opened and churches and shops became established. 

About this time a Yorkshire miner named Robert Ruddock arrived to work at the North Illawarra 
Coal Company’s Corrimal mine and settled in James Street, now Wilga Street, After becoming 
established, he thought it was time the workers of the area had some form of recreation when not 
toiling in the mines, or at other jobs. To this end he called meetings to form both a cricket and 
football clubs, thus Corrimal Soccer Club was bom with Robert Ruddock as it’s founding 
secretary. 

The South Coast district at the time had several other football teams, Robinsvilie (now Thirroul), 
Helensburgh, Ml Kembla, Woonona, Bellambi, and of course the team which was to become the 
ultimate rival, Balgownie. The first recorded match of the new club took place in 1892 at 
Robinsvilie against that team and Corrimal lost 5 goals to nil. In a match report only four of the 
Corrimal team, Wade, Galloway, W. Johnson, and W. Richards, were mentioned, thus they are the 
only players we know for sure were part of the original team. 

It would be safe to assume that the players reported as taking part in matches in 1893 were also 
original players, three of the above being still part of the club, the exception being Wade. 

That the game had become popular in the township is evidenced by the fact that the club was now 
running three teams. 

This 1893 season could probably be considered as the beginning of organised football among the 
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exponents of the South British Football Rules. Previous to this clubs had played each other for 
enjoyment and were not in competition except if drawn together in the statewide Gardiner Cup. 
Publicans Mr. Bode of the Victoria Hotel, North Wollongong and Mr. Heal of the Royal Hotel, 
Woonona, had donated trophies to be played for in two divisions. Any club winning the Bode Cup 
in three successive years could retain it, winners of each of the trophies also received medals, gold 
in first division and silver in second division. 

FIRST TEAM: 

Corrimal drew Woonona in the first round of the Heal Cup and this is the first team to play in a 
local competition, they having previously played Granville in the Gardiner Cup: A. Galloway, 
J. Aitkin, T. Shaw, W. Johnson, W. Richards, E. de Malmanche, R. Bowden, E. Richards, G. Brown, 
P. Brennen, R. Rowles. 

Beside the two Cup competitions there was a popular 5-a-side competition played for a ball 
donated by Marshall’s Brewery. Corrimal’s entered two teams in this and were represented by 

1st Team: A. Galloway, W. Johnson, G. Brown, E. de Malmanche, P. Brennen. 

2nd Team: Gay, Evans, Thome, J. Lucke, T Lucke. 

Helensburgh won the ball. 

FIRST TROPHY: 

The 1893 season gave Corrimal their first trophy when they defeated Balgownie Rangers 2-1 in 
the final of the Bode Cup despite James Hagen having broken a rib in the match. During the season 
the club had been referred to as Corrimal Bentins, Corrimal Rentons, Corrimal Rovers and, 
because at that stage they played in a blue uniform, as Corrimal True Blues. Whence came the 
other names is not known though Renton was a Scottish team of some note in early times. 

In 1894 Corrimal was still being called Bentins and Rentons and still getting major injuries. The 
June 20 edition of the Argus reported that "A Corrimal player had a nasty fall and broke a rib." in 
a Heal Cup match in which they were beaten 8-0 by Balgownie. 

The same issue of the Argus gave the following description of the Bode Cup: "It is a silver cup, 
supported by the figure of a player and it is a pretty and well finished trophy." The club probably 
can be considered a little unlucky in this competition in this year. In the final round they managed 
a 1-1 draw with Helensburgh and this would have put them into the final against Balgownie giving 
them a chance of making it two wins in a row of the Cup. Helensburgh’s protest about the goal 
scored by Corrimal was upheld and the match replayed, the ’Burgh winning the replay and 
subsequently the final, 2-1. 

FIRST REPRESENTATIVE: 

In July 1894 a meeting was held at Bode’s Hotel to select a team to represent the South Coast 
against a Sydney representative team at the S.C.G. W. Haddon and R. Vardy were Corrimal’s 
delegates to the meeting. W. Haddon was selected in the team which was beaten 4-0. 

Other players in the Corrimal armory were: D. Gunning, J. Addie, J. Haigan, J. Thomas, T. Law, 
W. Johnson, E. Delmalmonche, G. E. Brown, T. Stafford, R. Rowles, L. Looke, T. Looke, and 
L. Mattinson. 
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* The Second Decade * 

By 1902 things generally were on the improve and consequently the game again started to 
blossom. Corrimal were quickly back in the swing of things and were able to take out the 
competition for the Oaks medals defeating Thiiroul in the final, a collection taken at the match 
went to Bulli Hospital. They then lost 1-4 to Helensburgh in the final of the competition proper. 

Some mystery surrounds the outcome of that seasons Sharpie’s medals, Corrimal seconds played 
Woonona Sweethearts in the semi-final and won 2-1, Woonona protested about one of the goals 
and the appeal was upheld and a decision made to replay the match with the winner to play 
Wollongong Centennial in the final. There is no report of the result of the replay but there is a 
report that Wollongong lost the final without any mention of their opponents. 

The following year saw further improvement in the attitude to the game and the South Coast 
Association was able to offer two sets of gold medals for competition. 

Corrimal again entered three teams and in the second match of the season the seconds beat the 
thirds by 10 goals to S. 

Saturday September 13 saw Corrimal face Helensburgh in the final of the competition. All other 
matches were postponed to enable the fans to attend. The following is an extract on the match 
taken from The South Coast Times: 

"Perhaps the largest crowd seen in Woonona assembled in Sharpie’s Paddock last Saturday to 
witness the final of the senior British Association Football competition between Helensburgh and 
Corrimal clubs. The big event resulted in excellent play, when time was called both sides were two 
goals each. The referee ordered another 10 minutes play from each end, and Helensburgh 
succeeded in putting on two more goals to nil .... The crowd got considerably excited at times, 
and, although the ground was roped around, but for the presence of the police the game would not 
have passed off so satisfactorily as it did. A Sydney referee, R. Gunn, had been secured for the 
occasion, and his decisions were never questioned. The Helensburgh Band discoursed sweet music 
during the afternoon. A collection was taken, the proceeds of which were to have been divided 
between the band and the association. However, it only panned out 8 shillings.' 1 . The Argus report 
on this match.stated as an adjunct "Sharpie's Hotel was drunk dry last Saturday during the 
HelensburghICorrimal match." 

The battles between Corrimal and Helensburgh continued with the ’Burgh taking out the Junior 
competition and Corrimal winning the Sharpie’s medals. 

On April 2,1904, Corrimal held their A.G.M. and the following officials were elected:- 


Patron: 

President: 

Vice President’s: 


Secretary; 


Mr. Pendleton (Mine Manager). 

Aid. R. Ruddock. 

Dr. T. W. Lee, Messrs L. A. Riddle (publican), 

H. Sheppard, G. B. McAllister (baker), T. Brown, J. Robinson JP, 

T. Pass, T. Beecham, D. Holbrow, W. Roebuck, T. Gay, B. Ford, 

Aid. J. Kiley, G. Beadle, W. Trivett, Campbell, J. McClusky, W. Lang, 
C. K. Thom, G. Price, J. Phillips, and W. Thompson. 

Mr. W. Palfreyman. 


Page 9 





1891-1991 


Couimal Rangers Soccer Club! 


Treasurer: 

Selectors: 

Delegates: 

Auditors: 


Mr. D. McCauley. 

Messrs H. Lane, T. Brown, and J. Maxwell. 
Messrs G. Downes, and W. Palfreyman. 
Messrs C. Campbell, and G. Little. 


Corrimal players T. Brown, A. Morris, H. Darke, and H. Lane were selected in a representative 
team to play Metropolitan in Sydney. W. Palfreyman and D. McCauley were named as reserves. 
Only Brown and Clarke ended up playing, Metrop. winning 6-2, Clarke scoring one of the South 
Coast goals. 

Other Corrimal players of 1904 were Critcher, Maxwell, Renny, Druery, Reece. The team played a 
1-1 draw with South Sydney. 

Bad weather saw the start of the 1905 competition delayed until June with one of the first matches 
set down for decision a representative game between South Coast and New Zealand. J. Drain, 
A. Critcher, A. Morris, D. McAuley, and H. Lane were selected from Corrimal with goalkeeper 
W. Palfreyman named as emergency. Result 3-3 with Lane scoring 2 of the goals for the Coast and 
Drain the other. 

Once again the club had trouble in fielding teams and by August was forfeiting matches, 
eventually withdrawing from the competitions although they did play against the Navy in Sydney 
in September, J. Maxwell was mentioned as playing for Corrimal along with McCauley, Wynn, 
Drain, Masters, Lane, and Norris, 

A South Coast team, without Corrimal players, was chosen to play against Newcastle in October at 
Bode’s Oval and lost 0-4. 

In May 1906 Corrimal defeated Balgownie in a pre-season match for a supper. This was to be the 
only match played by the Corrimal first grade side in this season, locally. The following notice 
appeared in the Iliawarra Mercury on Tuesday June 19: "It is much regretted that Helensburgh, 
Thirroul, and Corrimal teams failed to comply with the district competition rules and therefore 
have been left out of the competition. Members of those teams are debarred from meeting 
competition teams either individually or collectively ." 

Matches were played by the first grade side in the Metropolitan competition with the squad being:- 
W. Palfreyman, J. Maxwell, J .Rhodes, A. Dixon, A. Morris, C. Masters, D. McAuley, J. Drain, 
F. Ackhurst, H. Lane, R. Masters. 

As though incensed by the ban on their senior team, the second grade side started the season with a 
bang, defeating Balgownie 9-1, then Balgownie Workers Club 5-0, only to have Woonona forfeit 
in the third match and then to proceed on and take out the second division premiership. Regrettably 
there is no record of the players in this team. 

To start the 1907 season the second division side, as premiers, were asked to play the winners of 
the third division, Helensburgh Boomerangs, at Bode’s Oval, and maintaining their rage from the 
previous year won the game by 7 goals to 2. In 1907 A. Dixon of Corrimal was elected secretary of 
the District Association, Corrimal Public School defeated the Corrimal Convent 4-1, R. McIntyre 
and G. Wilson selected in the combined schools team, Corrimal lose to Petersham, 1-0, in the 
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Gardiner Cup, the seconds lose their semi-final to Helensburgh Boomerangs by 3-1, and have J. 
Maxwell, C. Jones, H. LaneJ. Drain, and D. McCauley selected in the South Coast side to play 
Metropolitan with T. Brown, and S. McCauley as emergencies. Metropolitan won 6-1. 

The 1907 senior squad was J. Drain, S. McCauley, J. Maxwell, H. Lane, D. McCauley, D. Morris, 
S. Taylor, W. Donaldson, A. Jones, C. Jones, W. Acres, and P. Jeffries. 


1908 was a good all round year both for Corrimal and the District. The representative side with 
Commal players J. Drain, A. Morris, C. Jones, and A. Jones playing and W. Acres, J. Maxwell, 
T. Brown, A. Oldfield, and D. McCauley as emergencies won the State Championship, playing in 
red and green. The first grade side won the District Championship undefeated; The September 19 
issue of the South Coast Times published the following competition table; 


Corrimal 

Balgownie 

Woonona 

Helensburgh 

Boomerangs 


P W L 

5 5 

5 3 2 

5 3 2 

4 1 3 

5 - 5 


D Points 
10 
6 
6 
2 
0 


The Times September 26 reported that Corrimal had defeated Balgownie by 2-1 and could not be 
beaten for the championship. 


There was an increase in the club’s participation in 1909 having nominated a first grade, two 
second grade, a third grade, and a fourth grade. Competition results were hard to come by so it is 
not known how they fared but the club gained several players in the representative sides, these 
were; J. Drain, C., & A. Jones, with T. Brown and W. Acres as reserves versus Sydney and 
Western Australia, this latter match ended in a draw, J, Maxwell, J. Drain, W. Donaldson, 
W. Acres, and the Jones brothers against Newcastle which the Novacastrians won 2-1. 


W. Donaldson, J. Drain, W. Acres, Cob, and Arthur Jones were again chosen to represent in 1910 
along with P. Jeffries and D. McCauley beating Sydney 4-1. 

Corrimal were again well represented at District level with a first grade,* two third grade, and two 
juvenile teams. The second third grade side was known as Corrimal Dominoes. 

The team named to play Glebe in the Gardiner Cup at Epping was; J. Drain, J. Maxwell, A. Morris, 
T. Brown, H. Lane, W. Acres, W. Donaldson, P. Jeffries, D. Robertson, Arthur, & Cob Jones. 
Arthur Jones scored the goal in a 1-1 draw. Corrimal won the replay 3-0 then, with the same team, 
with positional changes, played and lost to Rozelle 1-2. 

1910 was also another year of controversy with Balgownie. Debate raged in the newspapers of 
matches played and replayed, dispute about who should referee, with all manner of accusations 
being made. It was all to no avail as Helensburgh went on to win the championship, also making 
the final of the Gardiner Cup which they lost 0-2 to the H.M.S. Powerful. 

J. Crowe left Helensburgh to join the Rangers in September of that year. 
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The 1912 South Coast Soccer team: 

BACK: unknown official, Sam Broadhead, J. “Scotty" Drain, Jack Maxwell, unknown official. 
CENTRE: Fred Palfreyman, Paddy Jeffrey, Beach Pallier, Bill Masters, Greg Doyle. 
FRONT: Billy Acres, Cob Jones, Arthur Jones, Judy Masters, Jack Rhodes. 


Page 12 







Corrimal Rangers Soccer Club 


1891-1991 


* Twenty Years On * 

Conimal 3, Balmain 2 was die result of a friendly played at the start of the 1911 season with 
Drain, A. Jones, Acres, Jeffries, and Masters receiving special mention. 

The club nominated in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade but withdrew the second grade side in June. 

The June 9 copy of The South Coast Times reported on the Commal/Balmain Gardiner Cup match 
played in Sydney. The game was terminated with 25 minutes still to play because of darkness, 
Balmain were leading 2-1 at the time, W. Donaldson having scored for Corrimal. The game was 
replayed at Bode's Oval on June 22, 

The replay of the Gardiner Cup match against Balmain resulted in a 1-1 with the following 
representing Corrimal: J. Drain, Acres, J. Maxwell, McCauley, H. Lane, Donaldson, Jeffries, 
Taylor, A., & C. Jones, and Doring. A further replay saw the match again end in a draw, this time 
0-0, and another attempt to separate the two teams was listed this time in Sydney. No result 
available, however records show that Balmain won the Cup for the second season in a row. 

W. Palffeyman, long serving member of the club, was elected Treasurer of the District Association 
at that body’s A.G.M. 

South Coast defeated Sydney 4-2 with Corrimal players J. Drain, Cob, and Arthur Jones and 
W. Acres taking part and J. Maxwell and H. Lane standing by as reserves. Cob scored one of the 
goals. 

Meanwhile, back in the local competition, Corrimal once again went through the season 
undefeated, winning the competition proper and the inaugural South Coast Challenge Cup. J. Drain, 
J. Maxwell, S. McCauley, P. Jeffries, W. Acres, H. Lane, D. McCauley, C. Jones, T. Taylor, A. Jones, 
and A. Kerr were members of the team that beat Balgownie in the final. 

Came 1912 and more controversy, it seems that boundaries were the main bone of contention. A 
public meeting was called to form another association with John Gibson of Corrimal being on the 
organising committee for this meeting. The meeting was held on March 23 and officers appointed. 
John Gibson was named as an honorary vice/president, as well as a member of the management 
committee, and W. Palfreyman as the treasurer. 

Boundaries were set with Corrimal being allocated the area between Paynes Lane and the South 
Bulli line. There was an affiliation fee of five shillings. 

This did not appear to rectify the faults as an article in the South Coast Times shows: "Soccer has 
nearly died out. Last season 30 teams took part in the various competitions and 14 in the Cup. 
When entries closed on April 13 there were only two first grade, two second grade, four third 
grade, three juvenile, and four school nominations. The committee meeting set down to consider 
applications lapsed as only three turned up by 8 pm. April 27 will be the next meeting ... business 
to dispense with boundaries." 

The season got underway in May with plenty of starters so open boundaries must have been the 
answer. 
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The South Coast Challenge Cup also drew plenty of entrants with four Sydney teams, one from th 
Northern Suburbs, and one from Lithgow nominating to join the six local clubs, of this si* 
Corrimal had two entrants. 

South Coast with J. Drain, J. Maxwell, P. Jeffries, W. Acres, C. Jones, A. Jones from Comma 
thrashed a Queensland team 8-2. 

The Garden Island v Corrimal Gardiner Cup tie was played as the early match to Tasmania and 
N.S.W. in Sydney and resulted in a 2-2 draw. Garden Island won the replay 3-1. 

Corrimal B team lost their Challenge Cup match against Lithgow 0-1. The team being: J. Stewa 
J. Kerr, L. Lane, T. Brown, G. Robinson, W. Kilpatrick, W, Lane, D. McAuley, H. Duncan,j 
A. Kenning, and P. Kenning. 

W. Acres, C. Jones, and A. Jones were chosen to play for N.S.W. against Queensland. It wa 
announced the Arthur Jones was the only player in N.S.W. to have been selected in every intersta 
match since 1909. 

Corrimal defeated Newtown 5-1 in the Cup. 

Mitchell of Corrimal School represented the South Coast Schools against Metropolitan in a 2- 
draw at S.C.G. No.2, South Coast won the replay 4-0 then lost the final to Granville 1 -2. 

Corrimal played Auburn Rovers in the final of the Challenge Cup. No result was published but i 
1913 a notification was received from the N.S.W.B.F.A. to the effect that the late Officers of the j 
S.C. Association had been suspended till such times as the association’s indebtedness to Aubur 
F.C. was liquidated and as there were insufficient funds in the association to purchase the previous 
seasons league medals Aubum would have to wait. 

The effect of this ban meant that the senior teams could not compete and Corrimal 1st grade side j 
broke up. Lane, Jeffries, and Drain joined a team entered by Wollongong S.L.S.C. and a team was) 
formed at Tarrawaima playing in red and white. 

Boundaries were officially abolished on July 6,1912, so now teams were limited to 15 players per j 
grade. 

The Times July 18 issue carried the following item: "The second grade match Corrimal v Coledale j 
Scots may be played at Corrimal owing to no grounds being available at Bodes. Corrimal has 
partially arranged for the use of their old oval and we may again hear whistles on that well known j 
spot, where so many renowned matches have been played. 

August 1 announced that the competition had been severely interrupted by the general strike and j 
stating that the S.C. Challenge Cup would only be played for among teams from within the | 
boundaries of the S.C.Association. 


August 8, the ban imposed by the N.S.W.B.F.A. to be lifted at its next meeting when the debt to 
Auburn would be discharged. 
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Senior teams to be allowed to enter both the Challenge and Charity Cups. 

The Corrimal team that defeated Ultimo C.Y.M. 5-0 was Elliott, Lane, Kerr, Logan, Thompson, 
Lane, Jeffries, A. Jones, Taylor, C. Jones, Strachan, with Duncan and Trivett as emergencies. 

J. Mitchell and Kerr played for South Coast Schools (3) v Newcastle (1). Mitchell retained his 
place in the team for the State final in which they played a 3-3 draw with Sydney High and then 
won the replay 2-0. 

October 17 Mr. C. H. Moore announced his resignation as District secretary and he was replaced 
by Corrimal’s Mr. H. Kerr. 

Scarborough beat Corrimal 2-0 in the final of the Charity Cup. 

Hugh Kerr remained as District secretary in 1914, and another Corrimal delegate, Mr. W. Allen, 
was elected to the committee. 

Corrimal teams, as with other clubs, changed quite a bit as the war drew nearer, the first team 
started off with Elliott, J. Kerr, Maxwell, Gallagher, Kilpatrick, Brown, T. Taylor, Camac, C., and 
A. Jones, and Smart. Throughout the season Henry, Salisbury, Parrington, C. Masters, A. Kerr, 
J. Masters, Neil, Oldfield, B. McMahon, Christopher, Rhodes, and Taylor were called on to make 
up the squad. 

The 2nds likewise had many changes with those that played being: A. Smith, G. Robinson, 
J. Campbell, S. Burrell, A. Acres, F. Owens, J. Allen, C. Strachan, W. Camac, T, Moir, R. Smith, 
Carter, Grundy, Faulkner, W. Fairs, and Davies. 

In August they went down 0-7 to Granville in the Gardiner Cup in Sydney but remained 
undefeated on the Coast as of November 6, and ended the season by beating Bulli 4-1 in the final 
of the Nurse Cup. 

Even though World War 1 had started, 1915 attracted enough players and clubs to run several 
competitions. Corrimal defeated Bulli for the Charity Shield in January, heat Sydney in the 
Gardiner Cup quarter final 2-1 and then lost the semi 1-3 to Balmain in September. 

Hugh Kerr was District treasurer and another Corrimal member, J. McDougal, secretary. L. Lane, 
W. Dickson, J. Kerr, C. Jones, and T. Taylor were in a winning South Coast team v Sydney, with 
J. Maxwell as a reserve. The return match was won 4-3 by Sydney with P. Jeffries, J. Kerr, and the 
Jones brothers playing with L. Lane as a reserve. 

The Corrimal team that defeated Y.M.C.A. 4-1 in an early round of the Gardiner Cup was: J. Drain, 
J. Maxwell, S. McCauley, P. Jeffries, J. Kerr, L. Lane, Alf Critcher, A. Jones, D. McAuley, C. Jones, 
T. Simmons, with reserves H. Kerr, and T. Acres. 

Cob Jones was selected to play for N.S.W. against Queensland and Joe Kerr and Tom Simmons to 
play for South Coast against the same team. 

J. McDougal resigned as District secretary. 
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The War made further inroads into the playing strengths of clubs in 1916, only four being able to 
scrape together enough players to compete, there was no first grade as such. 

Hugh Kerr was still District treasurer. 

The club’s 2nd division side was: H. Bell, H. Byrne, J. Maxwell, L. Lane, A. Jones (capt.)jj 
R. Bradshaw, C. Allen, J. Campbell, T. Taylor, J. Laidlaw, B, Cram, D. Morris, A. Acres, C. Jonesjj 
T. Elliott, S, Burrell, J. Allen, J. Reid, G. Robinson. 

3rd division was: T. Kelly, C. Gibson, W. Grundy, P. Masccrd, W. Hollow, T. Erring ton, W. Clarkj 
T. Willoughby, J. Buckley, C. Savage, J. McSeveny, C. Birch, W. Watkins, P. McCloskey,; 
J. Moroney, R. Jack (capt.), J. Byrne, H. Harris, J. Brown, P. Anderson. 

Juveniles: W. Parkes, A. Kerr (capt.), P. James, S. Edgar, W. Buchanan, S. Creighton, W. Wheeler,; 
P. Holbrow, T. Holbrow, W. Orr, J. Laidlaw, A. Druery, V. Felton, W. Dawes, E. Simmons, 
A. Caldwell, C. Sheppard. 

14-16 years: P. Skerritt, J. Benjamin, R. Green, V. Felton, A. Druery (capt.), J. Spinks, G. Peckha 
A. Kerr, W. Fisher, W. Dawes, J. Tosi, D. Roberts, S. Dawes, W. Freeman, M, Wheeler, D. James, 

Early in the season there was a fancy dress match with the "old buffers" taking part and their tea 
was: H. Lane, J. Drain, S. McCauley, Jim Kerr, Joe Kerr, A. Kerr, P. Jeffries, T. Brown, J. Maxwell,; 
D. McCauley, R. Blair, W. Beecham, A. Morris, L. Lane, W. Palfreyman, and D. Robinson. 

South Coast Times of June 8,1917 reported. There will be no competitions this year, 

In 1918 several ‘friendlies’ were arranged and the team fielded in a 0-0 draw with Balgownie was: 
W. Parkes, J. Wrightson, J. Campbell, R. Smith, T. Mackey, T. Elliott, G. Rawle, L. Lane,: 
R. Critcher, J. Allen, F. Platt, Reserves: P. Holbrow, Kerr, J. Laidlaw, Simons. T. Acres wa 
referee. 

March 28,1919. - SOCCER REVIVAL 

Delegates from seven clubs met at the Royal Hotel, Woonona, to form the Illawdrra Distric 
British Football Association. Following the election of officers a statement was made that thi. 
association war not connected with any previous association. It was also decided that there would 
be no boundaries, 

Corrimal were requested to donate the Charity Cup, won by them, to be played for. The request 
was granted. 

There was still no 1st grade, the club playing in 2nd and 3rd grades with teams chosen from the 
following players: George Rawle, A. Kerr, W. Kelly, W. Lane, A. Jones, E. Beadle, T. Willoughby 

V. Williamson, R. Jack, D. Robinson, John Allen, J. Campbell, F. Platt, S. Holbrow, C. Russell 
L. Lane, A. Acres, T. Elliott, J. Platt, B. Parkes, Roy Green, T. Smart, H. Green, N. Hayman, 
G. Hester, T. Holbrow, A. Druery, Brown, G. Harvey, D. Ward, S. O’Dowd, Joe Parkes, 

W. Holbrow, Symons, R. Howard, and V. Lawler, W. Kilpatrick, S. Smart, A. Oldfield, C. Jones 
Hayton, Stewart, Mackey. 
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The juveniles were chosen from: J. Tosi, G. Baker, W. Meurant, R. Buckley, C. Birrell, D. James, 
S. Smith, J. Hindmarsh, A. Kerr, P. Acres, T. Mascord, B. Tosi, E. Sheedy, A. Bramsen, N. Kerr, 
J, Kerr, A. Stanley. 

Arthur Jones captained an Illawarra side that drew 1-1 with Sydney. A. Kerr was also a member of 
the team with E. Beadle, T. Willoughby, F. Platt, and J. Allen as reserves. 

School rep’s were Tapp, Hillier, and Kerr. 

Things were starting to settle down again by the time 1920 came along, there were 23 entries for 
the competitions with Corrimal entering teams in all three grades. Some of the players that took 
part in matches were: T. Elliott, J. Kerr, R. Green, R. Smart, H. Green, A. Jones, R. Robson, 
J, Allen, W. Leyland, C. Jones, W. Kilpatrick, F. Platt, J. Platt, Beatty, Jack Lear, Learmonth, 
Critcher, A. Druery, T. "Crow" McMahon, Bondi Neil for the seniors and W. Meurant, G. Skerritt, 
G. Baker, C. Burrell, J. King, A. Stanley, W. Sheedy, A. Meurant, P. Acres, McKillop, Hindmarsh, 
D. Holbrow, and Rogan for the juveniles. 

J. Kerr, A. Jones, and Beatty represented the District in seniors and Ruddock and Kerr were 
school’s rep’s. 



Players from the 20's; Left to Right: “Scamp '' Johnson.J. Muir, A. Creighton, W. Harrigan, 
T. Thompson, R . Critcher, J. Suddick, G. Murphy, F. Smith and A. McMahon. 
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* The Fourth Decade * 

Corrimal entered three teams in the 1921 local competitions with the first grade entered at Statj 
level. 

The senior team was: Birch, Smart, Critcher, J. Kerr, A. Jones, A. Druery, J, Williamson, C. Jone 
V. Williamson, Kilpatrick, Hawke. 

The seconds were; Muerant, G. Baker, R. Green, R. Robson, H. Green, P. Holbrow, Hindma 
Sheppard, G. Critcher, J. Platt, Bert Onions, Burrell, G. Peckham, G. Druery. 

Under 16s: Harper, Morrissett, Tapp, Lane, Williams, Hennen, Gay, Rogan, Peckham, W. Ker 
Ruddock, Upton, Trivett, Power. 

In August a presentation was made to Arthur Jones on his being chosen to represent N.S.W. 
Queensland. 

In the Gardiner Cup an epic series of matches was played to decide the quarter final. Drav 
against Pyrmont at Corrimal the game ended in a 2-2 draw. They then travelled to Sydney for i 
replay and this ended in a 3-3 draw, back home for another replay saw yet another draw, this time 
4-4 after extra time. Back to Sydney to try again but this time to no avail, losing 1-4. So afte 
playing 71/2 hours of football the score ended up 13-10. 

As some consolation the Under 16s won their competition with a total of 26 points. 

School representatives for the year were: 

Under 14: Bragg, and Cram 
Under 12: Elliott and James. 

At the 1922 Annual General Meeting of the District, Corrimal were again to the fore wit] 
administrators, J. Allan was elected Treasurer, J. Hawke, after being defeated for Secretary, wa 
elected as Minute Secretary, G, Rawle was on the P & D committee and Cob Jones and J. Hawk 
were the Auditors* Former player and now Corrimal Hotel licensee Sam McCauley was one of t 
patrons. 

Though no senior competition was won, being beaten in the Gardiner Cup by Granville 1-0 and i 
the Nurse Cup by the same club 2-0, the juniors again did quite well, the under 19s defeat 
Woonona in the final of their competition 4-2 with J. Suddick, Kerr, Acres, and Errington scoring 
and then beat Balgownie in the final of the knock-out competition for the Juvenile Cup 1-0. 

Corrimal School were unbeaten in their northern section of the competition and played 
Wollongong Tech, in the final for the BuckJand Cup This ended in a 1-1 draw, the replay ende 
2-2, and a further match saw Corrimal run out winners by 4 goals to 3. The Corrimal squad fc 
this series was: W, Beecham, A. Kenning, L. Bloomfield, D. Amour, W. Kerr, A. Harris^ 
C. Hammond, R. Smith, R* Kerr, W, BirchaJl, F, Elliott, 

Joe Suddick won the District President's medal for the most improved junior player. 

Senior players in that year were B, Pe, R. Smart, A. Critcher, Adamson, R. Robson, W. Lane 
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Hawken, Onions, Powell, Elliott, Arthur, Presser, Peckham, Wonson, Willoughby, Merrill, and 
Wheeler who played as Corrimal Hustle with J. Allen as manager and H. Henson as treasurer. 

The Ranger’s senior players were: J. Shipton, R. Catcher, J. Benjamin, J. Williamson, W, Harrigan, 
A, Kerr, T. Smart, A. Druery, J. Kerr, V. Williamson, C. Jones, T. Holbrow, Kerr, Platt, Stanley, 
J. Campbell, Laidlaw, and Camey. Of these R. ditcher, A. Druery, Cob Jones, J. Williamson, and 
W. Harrigan represented the South Coast with R. Critcher and W. Harrigan touring Queensland 
with the N.S.W. team. Albert Rhodes also toured in Queensland but with the Under 19 side. 

J. Jardine, R. Critcher, W. Harrigan, Jim Kerr, A. Donaldson, J. Brannington, Edwards, C. Jones, 
T. Holbrow, A. Druery, A. Kerr, R. Shand, V. Williamson, H. Johnson, H. Masters were the 
players to play first grade with the club in 1923. 

Those that played second grade were: I. Bevan, G. Baker, R, Green, C. Meurant, P, Holbrow, 
H, Green, C. Buckley, J. King, J. Tucker, J. Hindmarsh, L. Gillen, J. Allen, J. Benjamin, J. Dykes, 
J. K. Benjamin, J. Campbell, J. Platt, A. Rhodes, C. Harrigan. 

Under 19s: B. Tosi, Peckham, Acres, Williams, Hudd, H. Cram, B. Cram, Fitzgibbons, Errington, 
Gay, Suddick, Rogan, B. Ranger. 

Juvenile (U16): Harper, Tonge, Andrews, Sheedy, Ruddock, Dawson, F. Elliott, Smith, Power, 
D. Elliott, Sheppard, Bloomfield, J. Tosi. 

W. Harrigan, R. Critcher, J. Kerr, J. Jardine J. Brannigan, and C. Jones all represented South Coast 
at various times throughout the season with W. Harrigan again playing for N.S.W, this time 
against New Zealand in a match that ended up a 1*1 draw. 

The under 19s won the competition and then defeated Woonona 7-0 in the final of the Junior Cup. 

"Jargo” Kennedy was again secretary of the club in 1924 in what was to be a trying year. Woonona 
attempted to introduce professional football to the district, causing a split within the Rangers club. 

The senior team at the beginning of the season was: J, Jardine, Johanson, Critcher, A. Druery, 
W. Harrigan, H. Green, R. Green, W. Young, V. Williamson, G. Williamson, J. Williamson, 
R. Shand. 

Mid-way through the year a number of players had left and were replaced by A. McMahon, Dean, 
Ferry, and W. Kerr, and J. Suddick from the juniors, still later on other juniors, D. Williams, 
0. Lewis and H. Cram, were also promoted to the senior ranks. 

A, Druery, W, Harrigan and A. McMahon played representative football for the South Coast and 
Dave Williams was chosen to play for N.S.W. juniors on their tour of Queensland. The under 21s 
suffered their first defeat in two years when they went down 2-0 to Woonona. 

A large number of former Rangers players also went to play with Corrimal Thistle and were 
instrumental in that club winning the second division competition, their juniors were beaten 3-2 in 
the Junior Cup semi by Woonona Park. 
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The Move to Memorial Park 

Mr J. Hawke was still District Secretary in 1925 and at the District A.G.M. there were 
applications from three clubs in the Coirimal area, Corrimal Rangers, Comma! Thistle, ana 
Corrimal Wanderers. Only the Rangers' application was accepted with the Corrimal name and 
other two changed their name to Russell Vale (Thistle), and Femhill (Wanderers). 
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The Rangers completed negotiations with the Memorial Park Trust and an agreement was signed 
allowing the club the use of the new area. The ground was fenced by the club prior to the 
commencement of the season and an opening date set for April 4. Club Patron and Park Trust 
President Mr. W. E, Jones officially opened the Playing area and was supported by Mr. W. Davies 
M.L.A. and Mr. W. Cunningham, President of the District. The opening match was against 
Balgownie, who spoiled the day by winning 1 -0. 

The senior team was; J, Jardine, R. Critcher, A. Druery, N. Cheney, W. Harrigan, A. Kerr, W. Kerr, 
W. Young, C. Woods, J. Suddick, O. Lewis, C. Jones. Arthur Druery was selected in the N.S.W. 
team to play the Englishmen and he with R. Critcher, N. Cheney, and J. Jardine were in the South 
Coast squad that was also to play the English. 

Mr. Hawke resigned as District Secretary and Corrimai and Balgownie withdrew from the I.D.S.A. 
professional competition and reaffiliated with N.S.W. Immediately that this occurred several 
players left the chib, but this was countered by those that chose to return, these being V. Williamson, 
M. Power, B. Harper, and P. Rhodes. 

It was found that the treatment meted out by N.S.W. was no better than before so at the conclusion 
of the season Corrimai and Balgownie applied for, and were granted, re-affiliation with the 
I.D.S.A. 

The 1926 District A.G.M. saw a move to heal the split with N.S.W. over professionalism, the 
motion being carried by 21 to 1. N.S.W. saw the merit of having the South Coast once again in 
their organisation and affiliation was granted. The District headquarters were now at Corrimai. 

April saw the opening of the new sheds at the Park and this was celebrated with a 7-3 thrashing of 
Annandale/Leichhardt. The team on this occasion was: J. Jardine, A. Druery, W. Tail, A. Kerr, 
R. Critcher, J. Moir, G. Murphy, J. Suddick, G. Smith, W. Young, W. Kerr, H. Cram. George 
Smith scored five of the seven goals. Others to play 1st grade were: H. Morgan, M. Power, 
W. Graham, C. Backer, W. Elliott, and J. Tapp. 

R. Critcher, W. Tait, H. Morgan, W. Kerr, J. Suddick, and J. Jardine were all Illawarra rep players 
while George Smith was in the N.S.W. team that played Queensland. 

The first grade finished third in the Metropolitan competition and were defeated in the semi-final 
of the Tooth Cup. The under 18s won the league/cup double and the school team represented by 
Skerritt, Ruddock, McCauley, Turner, Carr, Dryburgh, H. Kerr, Wakeley, Hendrick, J. Kerr, 
and J. Ward lost in the final of that competition. 

Senior players for the club in 1927 were: Graham, Johnson, Baker, Moir, Bisset, L. Willis, 
G. Murphy, A. Shand, G. Smith, W. Young, Leath, G. Lunt, Ruddock, Tares, J. Ireland, W, Seath, 

B. Murdock, R. Critcher, W. Tait, D. Williams, W. Harrigan, H. Johnstone, J. Jardine, M. Power, 

C. Donaldson, R. Bell, Mills, W. Flemming, Druery, and Hamilton. 

G. Smith, G. Murphy, J. Suddick, R. Critcher, and W. Kerr were again representative players for 
Illawarra with Bill Kerr playing for N.S.W. against China. 

Under 17 goalkeeper Bill Minto was reported to have lost his teeth when kicked in the mouth 
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during a match, Waugh was another under 17 player. Parker, Firth, Shand, Scardoni, A. Ellic 
James, and Newton were part of the under 21 team that lost 3-6 to Auburn in the final of the 
Richardson Cup and finished 3rd in the local competition. The seniors were beaten 1-4 by 
Balgownie in the final of the Tooth Cup but the seconds won their competition as well as the 
Lindsay Cup. The junior team defeated Bellambi 2-0 in the final of the Junior Cup giving them 
three medals in a season for the second year in a row. 

Another season, another split in the ranks of soccer. This time a separate league, to be known as 
the State League, was set up in opposition to the N.S.W.S.F.A. In the early part of the ye 
Corrimal remained affiliated to the I.D.S.A. who in turn were affiliated to N.S.W. 

July saw the club withdraw from Illawarra and join the rebel league. Players of that season were. 
Seniors: A. Dryburgh, J. Tapp, R. Critcher, F. Cheney, J. Ireland (c), A. Kerr, W. Ken, G. Lunt, 
G. Smith, J. Hepburn, E. Wilson, O. Lewis, W. Moir, W. Shand, W. Johnson, J. Fleming, W. 
Gibson, E. Lewis, E. Roberts. 

Under 21s: J. Crowther, F. Ashworth, O. Lewis, A. Marshall, W. Kerr, J. Hopkinson, E. Wils 
Shaw, R. Smith, E. Scardoni, W. Shand, Joe Kerr, J. Newton, D. Kenning, Dey. 

The closest the club got to the trophies that season was a defeat in the semi-final of the State 
League Cup, going down 0-2 to Woonona. Corrimal School kept the name to the fore by winning 
the schools competition, defeating Fairy Meadow by 2 goals to 1. 

There were a couple of representative matches played early in the season before Corrimal s 
withdrawal and players to represent were: O. Lewis, E. Wilson, W. Kerr, N. Cheney, J. Ireland,. 
A. Kerr, G. Smith, A. Dryburgh, and R. Critcher. 

There were also two novelty matches played at Corrimal in this season, in June there was aj 
married v single and the following were the selected teams: MARRIED: A. Druery, R. Smart,i 
A. Kerr, R. Critcher, P. Acres, J. Kerr, F. Lane, J. Moir, D. Williams, M. Gay, G. Critcher, Res. J 
Alick Kerr, and W. Green. SINGLE: A. Dryburgh, J. Tapp, W. Tibbets, W. Johnson, A. Marshall,! 
Will Kerr, O. Lewis, E. Scardoni, G. Smith, W. Ken, E. Wilson. Res.: W. Cram, and J. Newton.ij 
The singles won 2-1. 

The second of these matches was a benefit match for "Scotty" Drain, who had been off work fori 
over four months with a broken leg, and was between a combined Corrimal/Balgownie old boys j 
side and one from Helensburgh. The combined team was: "Bondi" Neil, J. Maxwell, A. Masters,! 
J. Ryan, J. Hyslop, C. Masters, J. Rhodes, D. Morris, B. Murray, T. Simmons, T. Murray, j 
with H. Lane as reserve. The locals beat the ’Burgh 3-2. 

J. Evans attended the A.G.M. of the State League on behalf of the Rangers at the beginning of the] 
1929 season and the competition was set down to start on March 16 with 14 teams participating. 

The club held it’s own A.G.M. in February with the following result: 


Patrons: 

President: 

Secretary: 


Dr .Goldie, and W. E. Jones; 

G. Rawle; 

H. Kerr; 
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Treasurer: H. Ruddock; 

Management Committee: P. Barr, J. Kerr, W. Wilson, A. Druery, C. Jones, 

R. Critcher, W. Young, E. Ruddock, J. Morris. 

The same Ladies’ Committee was re-elected but unfortunately not named. The season commenced 
with a credit balance of £15/2/7 and it was resolved that the club play in the State League and that 
the players be paid 15% of the nett gate. All the previous season players had been signed and 
negotiations were in progress for several overseas players. 

The I.D.S.A. at their A.G.M. voted to remain loyal to N.S.W.S.F.A. 

Players for the club were: A. Dryburgh, A. Druery, P. Hunter, R. Critcher, W. Johnstone, J. Ireland, 
N. Swan, W. Shand, Woods, E. Wilson, Parker, J. Scarlett, J. Tapp, A. Kerr, H. Cram, Ward, 
Jones, Lewis, Ellis, A. Rhodes, Sangster, A. Critcher, W. Seath, Hamilton, Rowles, Colvin, 
N. Cheney, Hutchinson, Richardson, Cobum, James, Daley, A. Ruddock, D. Tonner, R. Crowhurst, 

G. Smith. The team had several managers throughout the year these being: J. Morris, C. Shipton, 
P. Acres, W. Lane, L. Lane. 

There was more controversy toward the end of the season when Corrimal and Woonona both made 
the final of the Sydney Cup and the hierarchy of the League scheduled the match for Ibrox Park in 
Sydney. Neither club was too happy about this but their protests were to no avail and the match 
went ahead before a smallish crowd with Woonona coming out on top. The talk of the day was that 
the Illawarra clubs would play locally in the following year and that Corrimal was investigating the 
possibility of becoming a Limited Liability Company. 

Several fun games were played during the year, both involving a team of Corrimal bred players 
calling themselves CorrimaPs Last Hope. They were: J. Morris, W. Kerr, H. Marshall, T. Finlay, 
F. Sheppard(c), A. Kilkelly, A. Critcher, J. Sangster, R. Kerr, H. Deegan, R. Cronin, W. Bunn, 
George, Redman, Wiley, Aldridge, and Woods, with Tim Elliott as manager. Their first match was 
against the Co-op Stores, which they won 4-2, and their second against Corrimal Surf Club, a 
game in which the score was so high that out of respect for the reputation of the Surf Club the 
result was not published. The Surf Club representatives were: R. Smith, M. Power, H. Parker, 

H. Deegan, W. Wonson, J. Cowie, T. Tosi (C.S.L.S.C. Sec.), J. Nubley, F. Ranger, J. Sloan, 
T. Street, P. A. Denning, J. W. Cram, H. O’Brien, and F. Davies. 

Despite the fact that the workers on the Coast were feeling the effects of the economic depression 
more than most an appeal was launched, at the instigation of the Rangers, to have a percentage of 
all gates from matches played in the District paid into a fund to support the locked-out British 
miners who were fighting for economic and safety conditions. Not satisfied with this the club went 
ahead and raised £108 for the fund. 

In April H. Kerr resigned as secretary and H. Ruddock became sec./treas. with J. Morris becoming 
assistant secretary. 

There were no senior representative players in 1929 but once again Corrimal School kept the 
town’s name to the fore with W. McCauley, E. Murphy, W. Kerr, and N. Parsons being chosen to 
play in a northern side with G. Whitehead named as a reserve. 
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The club also ran a Queen competition. 

Financially 1929 wasn’t too bad and the club were able to start 1930 with a bank balance of £1( 
with Mr. Ruddock as secretary. 

There was still disquiet over the N.S.W. ruling body, Corrimal deciding to stay with the St 
League. This stand was vindicated when the I.D.S.A. also made the same decision. The Range 
nominated 1st, 2nd, and under 18 teams. 

The first grade team received one of their worst hidings ever when they lost 10-0 to Wallser 
away, goalkeeper Archie Dryburgh having missed the train. 

Players for the club at this, the closing of the club’s fourth decade of activity, were 1st Grad? 
A. Dryburgh, D. Tonner(c), J. Tapp, D. Ward, A. Ruddock, J. Simpson, J. Cunningham, E. Wilsc 
J. Ireland, W. Shand, J. Suddick, Cram, Gibson, S. Lenham, Robinson, Richardson, T. Thompsc 
Kerr, Rhodes, and J. Scarlett. *1116 manager was P. Acres. 

2nd Grade; Sullivan, James, Ashworth, A. Kerr, H. Cram(c), D. Wales, A. Critcher, J. Scarlet 
Robinson, Ruddock, W. Daley, Holbrow, P. Ruddock, R. Critcher, Dawes, Dykes, Findlej 
Simpson, Coghlan, and Richardson. Manager J. Morris. 

Under 18s; Williams, Lewis, Schlyder(c), Gibson, Newton, Woods, Davison, J. Kerr, Amc 
R. Kerr, Robertson, Lane, and W. Kerr. P. Barr manager. 


Later in the season it was announced that "Silver" Brown had been signed from Bulli. 



1926 team that christened Memorial Park; BACK: Jock Ireland, Arthur Kerr, Ern Wilson, 
Archie Dryburgh, George Smith, Roy Critcher, Billy Kerr. 

FRONT: Emil Scardoni, Billy Johnston, Billy Shand, Oriel Lewis. 
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* The Fifth Decade * 

The 1931 club A.G.M. financial report showed that the previous season had been costly and that 
the club was £6/6/- in debt. The election of personnel for the ensuing season was as follows: 


Patrons: 

President: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Assistant Secretary: 
Management Committee: 

Delegate to N.S.W. 
Trainers: 

Auditors: 


W. Davies M.L.A, W. E. Jones, and Dr. Roper. 

R. Benjamin: 

H. Green; 

E. Wilson; 

J. Morris; 

W. Fairs, P. Acres, A, Rhodes, H. Kerr Jun., D. Kerr, 
J. Morris, M. Cunningham, P. James, T, Willoughby; 
A. Druery; 

A. Rhodes, and J. Sloan; 

J. Platt, and W. Barraclough. 


Local soccer was the arena that Corrimal played in this season and were winners of the Tooth Cup, 
Corrimal School played against and beat a team from Harbord 4-1 with club stalwart. Cob Jones s 
son, Alwyn scoring three of the goals, Jack Cram getting the other. 

Senior players were: A. Dryburgh, Sam Walters, Dick Walters, Jack Rhodes, Em Wilson(c), Harry 
Cram, Sam Lenham, Bill Shand, Joe Kerr, A. Cartwright, Joey Suddick, J. Brown, Roy Critcher, 
George Richardson, Noel Swan, S. McGregor, W. McGregor, G. Lunt, G. Holliday, Emil 
Scardoni, Oriel Lewis, and Dan Tonner. Dave Kerr was manager. 


Under 19s: Williams, W. Minto, Schlyder, Lewis, Gibson, Newton, Davison, Kane, Mott, J. Kerr, 
R. Kerr, Lane, and Woods with T. Elliott as manager. 

George Ireland returned from Woonona later in the year but left again after a short stay and 
Burrows was signed from Scarborough and made his debut with the club in July. 

The 1932 A.G.M. financial report saw the bank balance back in the black with the club having 
£13/7/5 to start the new season. Officers elected were- Patrons: Aid. J, C. Jones, W. E. Jones, and 
Dr. Roper. 


President: 

Senior V/Pres.: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Ass’t Sec.: 

Delegates: 

Trainer: 

Management Committee: 


R. Benjamin. 

Tom Sutherland. 

H. Green. 

A. Druery. 

J. Morris. 

A. Druery, and D. Kerr. 

M. Cunningham. 

D. Kerr, P. Acres, J. Drain, 

W. Fairs, J. Lunt, H, Kerr Sen,, H. Kerr Jun., 

S. Palfreyman, A. Kerr, T. Willoughby, S. Creighton, 
G. Hemphill, and J. Williamson. 


Back to the hurly burly of State football with the following players carrying the club colours. 
A. Dryburgh, Bert Lenham, Robinson, J. Rhodes, D. Walters, D. Tonner, G. Richardson, G. Smith, 


Page 25 







1891-1991 


Corrimal Rangers Soccer < 


S. Lenham, Fowler, Moon, C. Gibson, J. Suddick, T. Love, W. Shand, Oldham, Bob Kerr, E. Wils 
J. Seath, O. Lewis, N. Swan, Dawes, R, Critcher, Smithers, Orr, Hazelton, McCaw, and Cra 
Manager Bill Fairs. 

The reserve team was: W. Minto, Lane, Schlyder, Lewis, Davison, Wales, Newton, J. Smiti 
Spinks, Scardoni, Robertson, B. Smith, Robinson, Stevenson, Bissett, Kerr, Kilkelly, 
Cockbum, Martin, McCauley, Evans, Bunn, Reddon, Morgan, Harper, Nubley, J. Kerr. 

The May 20 issue of the South Coast Times carried the following story: "Bert Lenham, late ■ 
Balgownie, is Corrimal's new goalie having taken the place of Archie Dry burgh who has bee 
disqualified sine-die by the Corrimal club for his action in the CorrimaVAnnandale match at Ibra 
Park." Dryburgh had been carried off ill in that match and the game was lost 4-5. 

This was certainly a season for high scores, unlike today’s game where the emphasis is on defenc 
it was attack! attack! attack! Both matches against Metiers were lost the scores being 8-6, 

10- 5, a representative game between South Coast and Tasmania saw the Apple Islanders beau 

11 - 1 . 

D. Tenner, N. Swan, W. Shand (2 goals), G. Smith, and McEwan (1 goal) from Corrimal playtj 
for South Coast. 

George Smith and Joe Suddick were both selected to play for N.S.W. 

Corrimal once again made the final of the Tooth Cup, the trophy they had won the previc 
season. 

World Record: 

George Smith was credited with a World goal scoring record, of 65 in a season. The previoij 
record of 57 goals having been held by W. Crilly from Alloa, Scotland. 

The school team were defeated 8-0 by Helensburgh in the school’s final. 

The Rangers 1933 A. G. M. saw the following elected to run the club: 


Patron: 

J. C. Jones. 

President: 

R. Benjamin. 

Treasurer: 

H. Green. 

Secretary: 

A. Druery. 

Sen. V/P: 

H. Sheppard. 

V/P’s: 

A. Young, B. Cram, J. Grant, R. Brarasen, 

H. W. Jones, A. R. Jones, J. C. Jones, R. Ruddock sen., G. H. Green. 

Auditors: 

T. Palfreyman, and E. Wilson. 


The treasurer reported a credit balance of £1/8/0. 

Players that played first grade in that year were: V. Eady, B. Lenham, D. Tonner, J. Murph] 
Murray, Love, Smith, Brodie, Scardoni, W. Shand, A. Ruddock, Lane, H. Eady, Lewis, Or 
McIntosh, R. Johnson, Taylor, Foster. S. Lenham, Moon, N. Swan, Cram, S. Holden, Coos 
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Russell, W. Minto, Jolliffe, Harper, and E. Wilson, 

The second grade squad played as Corrimai A.L.P. and were: W. Mimo, 0. Lewis, L. Schlyder, 
E. Lewis, J. Vickery, W. Lane, S. Newton, J. Whitehead, J. Stephenson, R. Duff(c), E. Wilkes, 
W. Daley, Sid Stephenson, J. J. Smith, J, H. Smith, Jack Smith, with the manager being J. Possitti. 

D. Tenner, N, Swan, W. Shand, and J. Murphy were selected in the South Coast side to play 
Metropolitan with Arthur Druery being chosen as manager. 

As early as April of that year the club committee informed the players that the club was 
unfinancial and could not pay them. This was accepted by the players to a man. 

Amalgamation: 

Balgownie and Corrimai joined forces for the 1934 season with J. C. Jones as Patron, Wally 
Rushton as Secretary and a committee consisting of Judy Masters, J. Drain, and T. Thompson to 
handle the affairs of the combined team. Black and white was chosen as the playing colours. 

Players that played in the Balgownie/Corrimal team were: J. Hall, R. Bowman, A. Dryburgh, Sam 
Ward, Tim Rowles, R. Johnston, H. Bampton, P. Rowles, Steve Ward, P. Milnes, J. Vickery, 
W. Kerr, G. Rowles, F. Isedale, G. Murphy, W. Shand, N. Swan, M. Blackburn, P. Brodie, 
Ferguson, W. Gavin, Cram, R. Campbell, Bill Parkinson, W. Phillips, A. Brown, L. Schlyder, 
Os Lewis, Reg Ward, L. Isedale, J. Suddick, Robertson, and Chilby. The team had various 
managers throughout the year, W. (Bluey) Stanford being the main one with support from H. Kerr, 
J. Lunt, M. Cunningham, J. G. Parker, D. Imric, and H. Cockbum. 

Meanwhile back at Memorial Park the local competition continued with the senior players being: 
W. Minto, J. Holbrow, Eric Lewis, Os Lewis, S. Newton, T. Robertson, J. Rhodes’, W. Williams, 
A. Banks, Parker, A. Critcher, S. Stevenson, B. Wearing, A, Brown, W. Halsey, J. Cunningham, 
J. Vickery, Williams, Wearing, J, Turnbull, Oriel Lewis, Elliott, L. Schlyder, W. Moon, Reg 
Critcher, and W. Daley. Managers for this squad were G. Richardson, G. Jackson, and Stan 
Creighton. 

The under 18 squad was: A, Noble, J. Woods, L. Critcher, Hyson, Richardson, A. Vickery, 
W. Higson, Hickson, J. Hall, J. Shand, J. Cunningham, John Kerr, J. Henson, G. Lamb, E. Robinson, 
C. Morris, Lou Lane, A. Jones, Parsons, J. Turnbull, A. Harris, and J. Sutherland, their managers 
being J. Lawson, W. Lane, and W. Wilson. 

Frank Creighton was club secretary. 

On May 11 there was a report of the death of former player, official, and referee William George 
Merrick (Rawle) at the age of 41, 

The publicity officer of the day reported that schoolboys Bobby Bignell and John Todd should 
make champions if looked after. 

Corrimai lost the senior competition by one point to Scarborough. 

In August a benefit dance was held for Oriel Lewis who had broken a leg. 
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The under 18s were moulding into a top side, they lost 2-3 to Fairfield away in August, but wfl 
15-3 at home in September. Jerry Sutherland and Jimmy Vickery starred in this match with Jimm 
Cunningham scoring six goals. Later in the month they defeated Bulli 3-2 for the Junior Cuj 
Cunningham scored again the other two goals being "own" goals. 

In 1935 the joint Balgownie/Corrimal club continued to function at State League level wii 

A. Dryburgh, W. Blackburn, T. Rowles, Sam Ward, F. Isedale, F, Milnes, Phillips, W. Kerr, R( 
Ward, Steve Ward, P. Ward, J. Rhodes, L. Isedale, T. Robertson, R. Bowman (c), Johnstoi 
J. Vickery, G. Ryan, R. Hurt, and H. Soldi as players and J. Masters, H. Kerr, and W. Stanfoi 
acting as coaches. 

At Corrimal, T. Robertson, J. Holbrow, Os Lewis, W. Davison, S. Newton, S. Davisoi 
P. Holbrow, W. Lane, Grimston, J. Molloy, J. Newton, L. Chinnock, J. Leishman, A. Critche 
S. Stephenson, R. Cram.W. Gibson, Jim Stephenson, J. Roebuck, L. Schlyder, A. Halse; 

B. Wearing, L. Lane, W. Moon, and T. Shipton played senior football with J. Thompson I 
manager and Gil Thompson as trainer. 

Corrimal seconds were T. Robertson (c), L. Critcher, Morris, Davison, Unsworth, Ker 
Hall, R. Jones, Shipton, A. Jones, J. Shand, and Lou Lane. 

Under 19s were S. Davison, C. Morris, L. Critcher, J. Hall, J. Richardson, C. Boyton, R. Jone 
J. Vickery, Lou Lane, J. Kerr, A. Vickery, J. Cunningham, A. Jones, J. Shand, G. Lamb, N. Simmon 
and T. Murphy, Joe Lunt was the manager. 

The under 16s were A. Bowden(c), J. Hall, W. Logan, J. Wilson, V. Possitti, A. Pratt, N. Simmon 
J. Woods, J. Simpson, D. Gray, M. Lewis, V. Benjamin, G. Sutherland, Joe Kerr, B. Noble, A. Gil 
G. Kerr, A. Woods, D. Lamb, B. Williams, and L. Possitti. Managers were: G. Richardsoi 
A. Kerr, and M. Cunningham. 

In June Corrimal seniors defeated Woonona state league side 3-1 in the semi-final of tl 
Langridge Cup and went on to play Corrimal/Balgownie in the final in July. The teams in the fin 
were Corrimal/Balgownie: A. Dryburgh, Rhodes, Phillips. Johnson, Cram, Milnes. Hall, Murph 
Sam Ward, D. Rowles, L. Isedale. Corrimal: Davidson, Schlyder, Lewis, Moon, Molloy, Vicki 
Stephenson, Newton, Critcher, Cunningham, and Lane with the combined team winning 3-2. 

Also in June the under 16s were declared winners of their competition having won 6, drawn 2, 
lost 0. The first training lights were switched on in this month. July saw the seconds defe 
Belmore 4-1 and the under 16s complete the double by winning the Junior Cup. 

In August the seniors won their competition. 

Once again the club came up against the combined team of Corrimal and Balgownie, this time i 
the semi-final of the Tooth Cup. The match finished in a 1-1 draw and the replay was tinged wi 
controversy with the referee, Andy Hyslop, calling off the game three minutes from half-time wi 
Corrimal leading 2-0. The referee had asked that linesman Judy Masters be replaced because of h 
decisions. Corrimal were declared winners and played Bulli in the final. The match ended in a 1 
draw and Corrimal won the replay 4-1. Thus Corrimal won all the trophies on offer by tl 
association. 
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The club decided to compete rally at local level in 1936. Frank Creighton was secretary, but 
relinquished the position when he was elected treasurer of the District, Len McLachlan took his 
place. Gil Thompson was club manager. 

Players that played in the "A" team were: T. Robertson, W. Lane, O. Lewis, L. Schlyder(c), 
J. Kerr, Kerr, J. Molloy, A. Jones, S. Stephenson, G. Richardson, G. Murphy, A. Critcher, 
Armour, J. Cunningham, A. Halsey, J, Shand, Roebuck, W. Moon, W. Shand, J. Newton, Kilkelly, 
and Wearing. 

"B" team players were: Higson, L. Critcher, A. Leggett, Scott, Kilkelly, Richardson(c), Whitehead, 
R. Kerr, Lou Lane, Armour, Beckett, Halsey, J. Shand, Boyton, Sutherland, Anderson, 
Shipton, W. Davidson, R. Jones, and Fenton. J. Newton was manager. 

Under 17s were: D. Gray, G. Sutherland, Wilson, B. Noble, A, Noble, L. Posetti, V. Posetti, 
J. Simpson, A. Bowden, W. Ring, J. Roebuck, A. Woods, B, Williams, V. Benjamin, A. Pratt, 
Lear, J. Shand, Gordon, R. Crotty, R. Gibson, Weeks, and Donnan. J. Morris and W. Moon 
managers. 

By July it was reported that the club playing strength had been greatly weakened as the State 
League clubs poached the better players. The "A" team now was Higson, Moon, Lewis, Roebuck, 
Murphy(c), Whitehead, Stevenson, Shipton, Sutherland, Halsey, and Shand, and the "B" team 
F. Davison, Robinson, Gray(c), Boyton, Stephenson, Smith, Anderson, Hall, Smart, Leggett, 
Beckett, Thompson, Ruddock, Lunt, Allan, Lester Lane, and Lou Lane, managers S. Chapman and 
J. Stephenson. Even though weakened, the club managed to make the final of the Moore Cup, 
losing 1-2 to Balgownie, defeated North Wollongong 2-1 in the premiership final for the 
Langridge Cup, and lost the final of the inaugural Langridge Shield 3-5 to Woonona after the score 
had been 3-3 at full-time. The under 17s continued on their winning way taking out the 
competition for the third year in a row as well as winning the Junior Cup. 

Moves were initiated at District level to disaffiliate with the State League, but this was narrowly 
defeated. 

C. H. Kerr, and L. Lane were selected in a South Coast school side that defeated a touring 
Queensland team 3-2, Thommeny was a reserve. 

The club remained in district soccer in 1937 fielding only one senior and one junior teams. The 
seniors were: Thompson, Lewis, Moon(c), Whitehead, Kerr, D. Morris, J. Sutherland, Stephenson, 
W. Shand, Gray, Smith, J. Shand, Halsey, Davidson, Masters, Boyton, White, Higson, Blakeney, 
Masters, Steele, Kerr, and Smart. J. Lunt and Gil Thompson were managers. 

Under 18s were: A. Pratt, G. Sutherland, Wilson, W. Noble(c), A. Noble, Weeks, J. Simpson, 
V. Posetti, Gibson, Lear, Williams, Donachie, and Hamilton. A. Moon, and R. Ruddock were the 
managers. 

Pratt, Noble, and Weeks were chosen in the South Coast junior representative team. 

Corrimal lost in the semi-final of the Langridge Cup, going down to Balgownie. 
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The club could only enter one senior side and one under 14 team in 1938, Gil Thompson was agaii 
Secretary and the players were; A. Pratt, B, Wearing, L. Critcher, A. Noble, A, Critcher, 
W. Whitehead, E. Rawle, D. Gray (c), W. Shand, Blakeney, J. Shand, C. Boyton, J. Hensoq 

B. Lear, A. Kirgan, F. Armitage, E. Ralph, Lane, Banks, Steele, Green, Gibson, S. Stephenson 
P. Parker, J. Stephenson, Broad, George, and Smart. 

Under 14s: W. Birch, H. Bignell, J. Salmon, B. Searl, R. Peace, D. Lewis, G. Burgess, A. Richards 
Jack C un ningham, J, Rooke, T. Kerr, C. Webb, R. Burgess, F. Hamilton, and K. Henderson. The] 
won the under 14 K.O. final 1-0 against Tarrawanna and W. Birch, J. Salmon, D. Lewis, an< 

C. Webb were selected in the Hlawarra representative side. 

The Coirimal School team of that year was: Wrightson, Young, Gray, Eshman, Burgess, Smith 
Campbell, Scott, Tweddle, Johnson, and Devine. 

Jim Cunningham, now with Woonona, was chosen to play for N.S.W. 

In 1939 Gil Thompson was elected President after having served four years as Secretary, Georg 
Whitehead became the new Secretary with Jim Stephenson the Treasurer. 

The senior playing squad was: P. Parker, Sid Stephenson(c), R. Kerr, J. Holbrow, W. Evans 
R. Butler, W. Evans, R. Butler, J. McKane, C. Chapman, W. Shand, A. Jones, J. Gray, C. Boytoi 
J. Cram, E. Wilson, E. Rawle, J. Ryan, D. Gray, G. Whitehead, Richardson, G. Leitch, Thompsoi 
and Green, with J. Roebuck as manager. 

Under 19s: Hodge, G. Sutherland(c), M. Lewis, R. Bignell, F, Morris, M. Weeks, D. James 
W. Logan, V. Possitti, J. Lear, L. Lane, M. Behan, G. Kerr, and Williams. W. Lane manager. 

Under 16s: H. Bignell, J. Salmon, D. Uwis(c), R. Peace, Wilson, Burgess, F. Wardle, Webl 
Sheppard, Willoughby, H. Kerr, A. Richards, L. Dare, and McGoldrick. The best win of the seasc 
was against Kemblawarra, a match the seniors won 13-2. 

Jack Cunningham and Reg Burgess were members of the School’s representative squad that wc 
the State Championship. 

The under 19s won their competition as well as the Burrows K.O. Cup, the under 16s emulated tl 
deeds of their older club mates by also winning the double. 

In 1940 the Rangers fielded two senior, one under 18, and one under 16 teams in the loc 
competitions. 

Senior players were: H. Masters, J. Simpson, C. Boyton, T. Lear, J. Grey(c), J. Whitehea 
M. Kerr, S. Murray, W. Logan, J. Cram, Joe Kerr, W. Williams, T. Possitti, M. Weekes. Tl 
manager was T. Roebuck. 

Under 18s: H. Richardson, J. Dal Santo, M. Lewis, G. Kerr, Lane, C. Bignell, P. Simpson, D. Jams 
T. Willoughby, Sheppard, Kerr, McGoldrick. Manager W. Lane. 

Under 16s: Bignell, Lewis, Salmon, Peace, Burgess, Hamilton, Woods, Burgess, Dai 
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Cunningham, Colbans, R. Coltman. Manager C. Shipton. 

Illawarra representatives were: Under 21: Kerr, and Williams; Under 16: Lewis, Burgess, Coltman, 
and Colbran; Under 14: Lane, and Turner, 

The School team twice played a 0-0 draw, after extra time, with Fairy Meadow for the School’s 
Championship. It was decided that the title be shared. 

The seniors lost the final of the Langridge Shield 2-3 to Gwynneville and were runners-up in the 
competition proper. 



Into the 40’s: 

BACK: L. Isedale, T. Rumley.J. Jenkins, R. Barwise, T. Willoughby, D. Morris. 
FRONT: W. Williams, A. Tobin. J. Kerr, A. Miley, J. Vickery. 
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* The Golden Jubilee Decade * 

The fiftieth year of operation of the Corrimal Rangers saw the club at probably it’s lowest ebb. Thj 
effects of the war, the drain of players to State League and other clubs became evident when th< 
club could not field any teams at District level. Those still showing an interest were only able q 
play infrequent social matches. 

The fact that the Rangers were dormant in 1941 was not all bad news. The time was used u 
re-organise and attain support from the town, Cob Jones became Patron, and a rejuvenated cluj 
was accepted into the 1942 State League. Assistant Publicity Officer, Frank Possitti, began writinj 
for the South Coast Times so the club was receiving a good Press. Many of the former player 
returned and the club was able to nominate a senior team and an under 19 team in the Distric 
competitions. 

The players that played State League that year were: J. Jenkins, P. Ward, J. Kerr, J. Simpson 
A. Woods, E. Leighton, C. Morris, A. Kerr, J. Vickery, T. Rumley, R. Rumley, J. Sutherland 

L. Isedale, T. Willoughby, John Salmon, J. Lear, A. Miley, K. Banks, F. Valbusa, A. Tobin 
E. McMahon, R. Barwise, L. Lane, E. Patrick, W. Williams, Jack Cunningham, and J. Bates 
Manager B. Lear. 

Players that played in the District senior side were: H. Richardson, E. Leighton(c), M. Lewis 
J. Holbrow, G. Murphy, M. Pugh, G. Sutherland, C. Morris, G. Kerr, J. Cram, H. Kerr, J. Hedies 

M. Behan, K. Ready, Herb Lane, D. Beverage, J. Lear, Len Lane, B. Harris, and A. Kerr. Manage 
A. Kilkelly. Because of the drift away of players this team was withdrawn from the competition ii 
early June. 

Under 19 players were: R. Green, M. Perry, A. Behan, R. Burgess, G. Burgess(c), W. George 
J. McGoldrick, W. McGoldrick, R. Lane, L. Scott, P. Ready, Jack Cunningham, F. Hamiltor 
J. Bignell, W. Gray, H. Boyton, B. Lacey, R. Robson, and L. Cronin. Managers G. Whiteheae 
and A. Kerr. 

J. Jenkins, A. Tobin, J. Vickery, J. Sutherland, and T. Rumley were all chosen to play for Sout 
Coast against Sydney. 

The club celebrated it’s return to senior football by making the final of the Sydney Cup. The tear 
that represented the Rangers on that day was: J. Jenkins, A. Tobin(c), W. Williams, A. Mile) 
J. Vickery, R. Barwise, J. Kerr, T. Willoughby, T. Rumley, J. Sutherland, C. Morris, wit 
D. Lewis, A. Wood, and J. Salmon as reserves and B. Lear the manager. Corrimal won 5-4 to giv 
them their first ever win in the Sydney Cup. Goal scorers were Rumley (2), Sutherland (2), Mile; 
(1) to Corrimal and Ridley (2), Bryant (1), Williams (1) for Gladesville. 

Bob Fowler and Cob Jones were joint coaches in 1943 and their first signing was Tarrawann 
youngster Ted Drain. 

The club nominated in State League, IDSA seniors, under 18, under 16, and under 14. The Stat 
League team was: J. Jenkins, A. Tobin (c), W. Williams, E. Leighton, R. Barwise, T. Willoughb; 
A. Miley, R. Bignell, T. Rumley, J. Sutherland, J. Kerr, C. Morris, E. Drain, D. Lewis, R. Kels< 
J. Shand, and D. James. The manager was again Bert Lear and the trainers Joe Lunt and policema 
Vince Wiles. 
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Corrimcd Rangers - N.S.W. Premiers; Sheahan Sc Gibson Cup winners 1943 
BACK ROW: T. Willoughby, J, Lunt (trainer), W. Daley (manager), E. Leighton, J. Positti (treasurer) t 
J. Jenkins, R< Fowler (trainer), G. Thompson (president), F. Positti (secretary) 

SECOND ROW: D, James, R. Kelso f J. Vickery, T. Rumley, E. Drain, R. Bignell, W. Williams. 
FRONT ROW: J. Shand, R. Barwise f A. Tobin (captain), J. Sutherland, J. Lawson. 
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The senior district side was: R. James, M. Lewis, J. Salmon, S. Stephenson, D. Lamb, M. Weeke 
H. Bignell, A. Kerr(c), H. Ken, R. Bignell, J. McGoldrick, G. Sutherland, J. Bignell, and J. Rud 
Joe Kerr manager. This team won the Gibson Cup defeating Woonona 3-2 in the final. 

Bellambi club took over the running of the under 16s. 

At State level more trouble was brewing and a breakaway association was formed consisting in I 
main of Sydney and Newcastle clubs, Corrimal declined an offer to join. 

Clem Shipton was elected to the position of State selector. 

"Buck" Tobin, Tom Rumley, Bob Barwise, and John Shand were selected to play for Count 
against City. 

Several of the under 18 players were chosen to take part in representative trials: F. Hamilton 
R. Robson, A. Neaves, G. Hamilton, K. Reidy, N. McGoldrick, R. Burgess, and T. Kerr and 
first four named were selected in the final squad. 

Beside the serious business of running the club the committee also indulged themselves by playi 
social matches. One such match against the Corrimal Business Houses had the following playi 
on show. Corrimal C’ttee: G. Birch, G. Thompson(c), E. Rawle, J. Alexander, R. Fowler, J. Li 
P. Salmon, J. Lear, D. Williams, W. Daley, H. Horton. Reserves F. Ashworth, A. Kerr, J.Possii 
and co-managers F. Possitti, and C. Shipton. Bus. Houses: Jack Morris, Sid Stevenson, Bi 
Roberts, Em Wilson, Harry Cram, Vince Wiles, Oriel Lewis, Jack Downie, Jack Woods, Ei 
Birch, Jack Welding. Reserve T. Birch, Tommy Walker was the scorer and Arthur Musgrove 
manager. No result given. 

Back to the serious side. Because of the restrictions on travel enforced during the War 
competition had been drawn in two divisions. North and South, Corrimal won the Southern 1 
and Swansea the Northern half and so played off for the State Title. Corrimal won this play-off !• 
thus completing the competition undefeated. In all, the club were Southern Premiers, Sta 
Premiers, winners of the Sheahan Cup, defeating Woonona in the final 4-0, winners of the Hicki 
Cup, and the Gibson Cup. They lost the State Cup final 1-3 to Woonona and still had to play 
final of the Sydney Cup. This latter competition was to be finalised the following season as 
did not allow it to be played. 

Tom Rumley, 46 goals in club competition fixtures in the season, overtook George Smith’s recoij 
of 45 goals so became the clubs top scorer in a competition season. Tom also scored six goals 5 
representative level and another ten in finals, giving him a total of 62 goals in a season. 
goals short of George Smith’s overall total in 1932. 

1944 was a milestone in the history of soccer in Illawarra. The School’s Council was formed to i 
junior soccer in the area and the controlling committee consisted of: 


President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Secretary 


W. Kerr; 

A. Davidson; 
R. Cullen; 

F. Possitti; 
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Members A. Burrows, J. McGoldrick, H. Thompson, L. G. Sanders (P.S.A.A.A.), 

W. Simpson (Jun. Tech.), Cob Jones, 
and a representative from the High School. 

As can be seen from the names on the committee the Corrimal club was well to the fore in 
establishing this much needed body. 

If the above was an auspicious start to the season then as far as Corrimal was concerned it did not 
continue in that way. Firstly the final of the previous season’s Sydney Cup was played at Woonona 
and not only was the Cup lost 2-3, but stalwart Jim Vickery broke a leg in what was to have been 
his farewell performance, it proved to be this but for a different reason, Jim went on to become one 
of the best referees ever seen in this area. Further to this, the breakaway body of 1943 was now the 
es tablishment and in making up the competition had graded Corrimal into second division. This 
caused a split in the club between those that wished to pull out of the State League and only play in 
the I.D.S.A competition and those that wanted to stay in State League, if only at second division 
level, with a hope of winning through the following year. 

The club, as the Rangers, continued at State level, whilst the dissenters played as the Rovers, at 
senior level, in the district and another junior team, St Andrews, played under 16. 

State League players were: R. Bignell, A. Tobin, J. Vickery, T. Rumley, Jeff Wilson, Jack Wilson, 
E. Leighton, D, James, Jack McPherson, Hugh Kerr, Jim Dalkin, Jim Jenkins, J. Shand, Joe Kerr, 
Ron Lane, A. Woods, R. Barwise, and T. Willoughby. Of this squad T. Rumley, R. Kelso, J. Shand, 
and E. Drain left to go to Woonona to play first division soccer, Jim Vickery was finished. Dave 
James and Buck Tobin also went to Woonona at the end of their commitments to Corrimal. 

The club soldiered on in the lower division winning the double, State second division one round 
competition and defeating Drummoyne 6-3 in the final of the competition proper. Their only 
blemish was losing the Gibson Cup to a Woonona side containing mostly ex-Corrimal players. 

The Corrimal Rovers side playing in the district had the following players: J. Allen, J. Hudson, 
R. Butler, R, Street, S. Margerison, K. O’Connell, G. Green, H. Margerison, T. Birch, W. Roberts, 
W. Drawer, F. Guest, G. Dermis, R. Sheppard, A. Smith, J. Henson, N. Barraclough, R. Highland, 
G. Highland, W. Smith, A. Green, T. Frost, J. Bradford, and J. Veigel. They were defeated in the 
final of the Langridge Shield by Tarrawanna. 

Corrimal St. Andrews players were: J. Hall, W. Dawson, J. Stiff, R. Trollope, R. Nelson, H. Banks, 
D. Geary, R. Acres, D. Happ, B. Roberts, F. Gibson, R. Henson, F. Buchanan, K. Gibson, Merritt, 
Stevenson. 

There was also a Sunday competition played in a social manner and the Corrimal side with Dave 
Williams as manager was: K. Johnson, J. Lear, R. Musgrave, S. Stephenson, W. McGoldrick, 
D. James, S. Margerison, Woods, T. Willoughby, McGoldrick, Alexander, J. Welding, and 
R. Lane. 

Corrimal Back In Top State Division was the headline at the beginning of 1945, no longer could 
the club be ignored. For the first time the officials of the State Association decided to run a first 
and a reserve grade competitions in first division. This meant added expenditure for clubs. 


Page 35 









1891-1991 


Corrimal Rangers Soccer 


particularly those travelling every second week. The club rose to the challenge and at a packe 
Annual General Meeting elected the following: 


Patron 

President 

V/President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Ass’t Secretary 

Publicity Officer 

Manager 

Selectors 

Committee 


H. Henson; 

R. Fowler; 

C. Shipton; 

C. Birch; 

D. Williams; 

S. Fairs 
S. Fairs; 

E. Rawle; 

A. Tobin, R. Fowler, and W. Daley; 

H. Horton, W. Daley, D. James, J. Martin, E. Rawle, J. Alexander, 
W. Fairs, P. Richards, F. Richards, A. Tobin, and C. Shipton. 

With George Buchanan to manage the under 14s. 


Players that made first grade that year were: J. Jenkins, P. Ward, C. Rhodes, E. Leighton, R. Ba 
A. Hogarth, D. James, J. Sutherland, K. McGowan, K. Speak, T. Willoughby, A. Tobin, L. Gorton 
J. Naughton, F. Thommeny, Jack Cunningham, and C. Keith. 

Reserve grade players were: A. Kerr, C. Keith, R. Young, K. Gay, G. Kidd, A. Thomas, U. Dj 
Santo, W. Costello, H. Shand, Lane, T. McEwan, N. Morris, J. Kerr, J. McGoldrick, E. Rowlet 
S. Newton, A. Tobin, Ted Kerr, Lenham, A. Smith, Richardson, R. Campbell, Woodland, Russel 
S. Bach, J. Griffen, and H. Johnstone. 

Under 14s: Parsons, Morris, Benjamin, Scott, C. Smith, Campbell, Ford, R. Horton, J. Gate 
Williams, Maxwell, Onions, Murada, R. Shepherd, T. Gallagher, and Lord. 

J. Jenkins, A. Tobin(c), J. Naughton, R. Barwise, and K. McGowan were selected to play for Sout 
Coast against Metropolitan with R. Young and E. Leighton named as reserves. South won 
match 4-1 with Jim Jenkins starring in saving two penalties. 

The season ended when the senior side were defeated in the semi-final of the Priest Cup 
Canterbury, 0-2, after finishing second in the competition. A creditable effort after the trials of I 
previous seasons. 

The War was over in 1946 and ex-servicemen were returning looking to relax after the rigours th< 
had endured. Corrimal had an abundance of players for their two teams. The Annual Gener 
Meeting saw the election of the following: 


Patron 

H. Henson; 

President 

H. Horton; 

V/President 

J. Martin; 

Secretary 

R. Fowler; 

Treasurer 

E. Rawle; 

Ass’t Secretary. 

Williams; 

Publicity Officer 

S. Fairs; 

Auditor 

F. Ashworth; 
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Coach 

Trainer 

Selectors 

Committee 


A. Tobin; 

J. Lunt; 

W. Fairs, H. Horton, A. Tobin; 

L. Posetti, G. Druery, A. Rowan, J. Lunt sen., 

D. James, C. Birch, G. Thompson, F. Lovell, C. Shipton. 


The treasurer reported that over £200 had been paid out in bonuses to players the previous season 
and that Corrimal was the only club in State League that had paid reserve grade players a bonus. 

Players to play 1st grade were: J. Jenkins, P. Ward, R. Young, V. Mann, A. Hogarth, C. Rhodes, 
E. Leighton, R. Jones, A. Tobin, A. Thomas, R. Barwise, S. Kitchener, D. James, G. Kidd, 
L. Lane, M. Richardson, W. Costello, V. Posetti, R. Lane, T. Willoughby, W. Logan, R. Campbell, 
Dick Pipe, M. Behan, A. Miley, R. Green, and J. Batey. Manager H. Horton. 

J. Jenkins, R. Barwise, and M. Behan were selected to play for Southern against the N.S.W. eleven 
at S.C.G. No. 2. 

Merv. Behan scored all five goals in his debut match as centre forward. 

Reserve grade: H. Hill, J. Batey, J. Lawson, A. Thomas, V. Mann, R. Burgess, U. Dal Santo, 

J. McGoldrick, R. Lackenby, A. Neaves, J. Cunningham, Morris, Posetti, R. Campbell, P. Kerr, 
A. Kerr, R. Druery, R. Stroud, Rex Trollope, and Reg Costello. 

On the social side, a challenge was made to the club by the Rugby club to play soccer in a charity 
match. The team selected from their players was: J. Watson, J. Rizzi, V. Mann, R.Bignell, 
A. Gallagher, C, Swift, C. Lacey, A. Woods, J.Sutherland(c), H. Hughes, with J. Turner and 
R. Green reserves. 

In 1947 Syd Fairs was again Publicity Officer and Dave Williams was Secretary. The club was 
once more playing in the State League in first and reserve grades. The players were: 1st Grade. 
J. Jenkins, P. Ward, V. Mann, E. Leighton, D. James, R. Barwise, R. Young, A. Miley, M. Behan, 
E. Rowles, A. Behan, W. Costello, T. Willoughby, A. Tobin, J. Sutherland, and Bert Thomas. 

Reserve Grade: N. Arrowsmith, A. Thomas, C. Rhodes, G. Kidd, K. O’Connell, S. Parson, 
J. Cunningham, U, Dal Santo, M. Gay, J. McGoldrick, T. Willoughby, J. Batey, A. Russell, 
H. Kerr, W. Costello, D. Lewis, R. Kitchens, A. Townsend, J. Sutherland, W. Roberts, Jack Peace, 
H. Margerison, and H. Banks. 

Jim Jenkins, Phil Ward, Bob Barwise, and Alwyn Behan were selected in a South Coast team to 
play N.S.W. and Jenkins, Ward, Barwise, Bob Young, Merv Behan, and Eddie Rowles played for 
South Coast against South Africa. Buck Tobin was coach and manager of the South Coast squad in 
a match which was attended by 6000 people and won by South Africa 2-1. This match was the 
introduction of the three back game to the people and players of the Coast and was acknowledged 
as the direction the game would have to take in the future if the code in Australia was to progress 
internationally. 

As mentioned in earlier years, when the Rangers were re-admitted to State League, other players in 
the area wishing to play in the filawarra District did so under the name of Corrimal Rovers. From 


Page 37 




1891-1991 


Corrimal Rangers Soccer 


May of this year they sought, and were granted, affiliation with the Rangers and from June wefl 
officially known by the Rangers name. Players that played in the district competition we® 
Seniors: W. Roberts, B. Coulson, S. Margerison, J. Peace, W. McGoldrick, R. Shepparl 
F. Gibson, J. Henson, R. Burgess, H. Margerison, R. Hegarty, R. Peace, H. Richardson, R. Lad 
S. Bradford, T. Colbran, J. Newsom, R. Robson, R. Druery, G. Vickery, Stephenson, with managi 
D. Waugh. 

Under 18s: J. Davies, J. Stiff, J. Powell, A. Russell, D. Geary, E. Costello, A. Thomas, R. Hensd 
J. Swift, R. Trollope, J. Hall, B. Fetell, J. Orvad, S. Creighton, and M. Onions, manager w i 
P. Knobes. 

A. Russell, D. Geary, E. Costello, A. Thomas, and R. Trollope(c) played in the Hlawarra side thj 
won the under 18 State Championship. 

This was the season that the ladies committee was set up. 

In this year also Bill McGoldrick and Reg Burgess represented in the Illawarra team that won tl 
under 21 Richardson Cup defeating Newcastle 6-2 in the final with Burgess scoring four of tl 
goals. 

The State League side finished fourth in the competition and qualified for both the Sydney Ci 
and State Cup finals. Because of the lateness of the season, October, both Cup finals had to I 
played on the one week-end. Saturday was the final of the State Cup against holders Canterburyj 
Lambert Park and Corrimal ran out easy winners 5-1. Although the final of the Sydney Cup wl 
against neighbours Woonona the powers that be set the match down for Arlington Oval. Those ta 
saw the game witnessed a titanic struggle that finished in a 1-1 draw. Ground restrictions dicta 
allow for a replay so it was decided to play the decider at the beginning of the following season, j 

Having won the State Cup the club was obliged to play off against the winners of the Northej 
division for the State Championship. This match was duly held and Lake Macquarie won byl 
goals to 1. 

A total of 84 goals were scored during the season and were shared thus: M. Behan 34, E. Rowl! 
14, A. Behan 12, D. James 7, W. Costello 5, A. Miley 4, T. Willoughby 4, R. Barwise, P. Ward, 1 
Leighton, and J. Sutherland, 1 each. It was said of Em Leighton that he was the most consist© 
goal scorer in the club, one every two years, and every one a gem. 

Em Leighton was the publicity officer in 1948 and the club once again nominated in the Sta 
League first and reserve grades, with an under 16 side in the district. 

The season commenced with the playing of the final of the Sydney Cup from the previous year, 
this final Woonona defeated Corrimal 1-0. 

Players to take the field for the Rangers in this season were: J. Jenkins, J. Wright, Er 
Costello, E. Rowles, R. Bignell, R. Young, R. Barwise, Roy Behan, V. Mann, Merv. Beha 
D. Lewis, T. Willoughby, W. (Bill) Costello, Alwyn Behan, J. Sutherland, J. Charlto 
R. Lackenby, S. Kitchener, D. James, A. Townsend, and S. Parsons. 
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J. Jenkins (now with Woonona), R. Behan, R. Young, D. James, E. Rowles and J. Sutherland, were 
selected to play for South Coast with V.(Mick) Mann named as a reserve and Gil Thompson as 
manager. 


The 1949 A.G.M. of the club saw the following elected: 


Patron: 

President: 

Sen. V/Pres.: 

Secretary: 

Ass’t Sec.: 

Treasurer: 

Publicity Officer: 
Management Committee: 


H. Henson; 

G. Thompson; 

C. Birch; 

R. Draery; 

G. Draery; 

D. James, 

Jack (Hi-Ho) Morris; 

A. Draery, W. Daley, D. Williams, J. Lunt, 

A. Rowan, C. Shipton, H. Harriman, and J. Martin. 


The club played at State League level with first and reserve grades and in the district with under 
14s with Alex Rowan in charge of the juniors. 


Players available for selection at times throughout the season were: J. Wright, J. Jenkins, 
W. Fitzsimmons, R. Hedley, R. Reddon, S. Naughton, R. Marshall, J. Powell, A. Renton, Slater, 
Davidson, A. Thomas, E. Leighton, Eric Glassens, R. Bignell(c), V. Mann, W. Costello, R. Young, 
D. James, E, Rowles, R. Lewis, T. Willoughby, B. Fetell, W. Cooney, S. Kitchener, L. Powell, 
J. O’Connell. G. Kerr, J. Campbell, D. Stewart, H. Banks, T. Kelly, S. Parsons, T. Woods, R. Reid, 
J. Shand, Bert Roberts, Rex Trollope, Jim Russell, and Ross Simpson. 

Former player and stalwart of the club, Jimmie Laidlaw died. 


Jim Jenkins after playing 150 consecutive games for Corrimal transferred to Woonona and from 
there was selected to play for Australia against Yugoslavia. 

Bob Bignell, in this year, was selected to represent both N.S.W. and Australia against the touring 
Yugoslavs. 


Other representatives from the club were in the juniors where T. Fowler played for the Illawarra 
under 14s and M. Christie, and W. Kerr for the under 12s. 

An amazing statistic of the club’s season was that in finishing in sixth place they had a remarkable 
total of seven 3-3 draws. 


At the Annual General Meeting of 1950 the following were elected to office: 


Patron 
President 
Sen. V/Pres. 

Treasurer 
Secretary 
Ass’t Sec. 

Publicity Officer 
Management Committee 


H. Henson; 

G. Thompson; 

C. Birch; 

K. Bragg; 

R. Draery; 

J. Martin; 

J. Morris; 

E. Leighton, H. Horton, D. Williams, W. Fairs, S. Fairs, 

M. Webb, W. Daley, J. Lunt, A. Draery, D. James, H. Harriman, 
A. Rowan, C. Shipton, T. Barker, T. Smart, and W. Shand. 
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Ray Druery resigned as secretary and was replaced by Jack Morris, 

Buck Tobin was appointed coach but left part way through the season and took up a position a 
soccer writer for the South Coast Times. 

Beside the first and reserve grades nominated in the State League, the club also nominated a senic 
team in the district senior competition consisting of players new to Australia and living in th 
migrant hostel, and an under 14 team. 

The players in the district side were: Ted Kedzior, F. Erdman, B. Wulwynski, E. Wilceywski(c, 
B. Seczensy, B. Strachera, A. Woytowicz, J. Felder, K. Zielinski, and W. Kottuniak. With th 
exception of Johnny Felder, who came from Yugoslavia, the rest of the team were Polish. Sue 
were the vagaries of the immigration system of the time that the players were moved to differer 
location and the team was withdrawn from the competition after their first match. Kottuniak, an 
Kedzier both showed promise and trialed with the senior squad. 

Players that appeared for the Rangers during the year were: J. Smith, Albert Townsend, Ro 
Hedley, Em Leighton, Merv Behan, Tom Willoughby, W. Whitehead, Jack O’Connell, Eri 
Costello, Barry Benjamin, Dave James, Bill Williams, Eddie Rowies, Ross Kerr, Mike O’Riordoi 
J. Richards, Jack Campbell, Bill Costello, Bob Marshall, Bob Young, Bob Bignell, Jim Wrigh 
Bruce Fettell, Steve Kitchener, Louie Molnar, George Burgess, Ted Kedzier, Archie Rentoi 
W. Kottuniak, Roy Reddon, Viv. Mann, Rex Trollope, John Perkins, Don Geary, Eric Glassen, A 
Critcher, Jim Powell, George Kidd, Tom Scott, and Bill Bums. 

Bob Young was chosen to tour South Africa with the Australian squad. 

The under 14 side had a good season, losing the final of the Skerritt Cup, 1-0, to Femhill, and tl 
final of the "B" section of the Gala Day final by the same score to Bulli. 


1948 Team at Blick Oval, Canterbury; BACK: D. James, R. Young, V. Mann, J . Jenkins, P. Ward, 
E. Leighton, W. Fairs (manager), A. Behan. FRONT: T. Willoughby, A. Miley, E. Rowies, R. Barwise. 
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* The Seventh Decade * 

Sixty years on the Annual General Meeting of the club produced the following result: 


i Patron 

President 
Senior V/Pres. 
i Treasurer 

Secretary 

Management Committee 


Coach 

Trainer 


H. Henson; 

G. Thompson; 

C. Birch; 

K. Bragg; 

J. Morris; 

W. Fairs, C. Shipton, S. Fairs, E. Leighton, H. Horton, T. Barker, 
J. McGoldrick, H. Harriman, D. James, D. Williams, L. Scott, 

J. Suddick, G. Druery, R. Druery, W. T. Webb, S. Kitchener, 
with players representative T. Willoughby. 

J. Martin was ground controller. 

Bob Young; 

Steve Kitchener. 


Bill Fairs and Clem Shipton were serving their 26th consecutive years as Rangers’ committeemen. 


Those that played in either first or alliance grade in 1951 were: Jack "Cactus" Brown, George 
"Shadow" Wheatley, Rex Trollope, Eric "Cossie" Costello, Bob "Choc" Bignell, Bob "Taggy" 
Young, Bruce Fetell, Ron "Dooky" Bums, Tom Scott, Alf Critcher, Don Geary, Ross "Hooka" 
Kerr, Ray Yeandle, Keith Learmonth, Gerhard Stolorz, Bob Marshall, Doug Brown, Tom "Scout" 
Willoughby, Mike O’Riordon, Ben Mitchell, Ron "Suds" Suddick, Bill "Digger" Bums, Jim 
"Scotchy" Wright, Bill Whitehead, D. Kerr, J. Kelly, C. Smith, B. Anning, J. Southall, 
A. Famechon, M. Savic, J, Wise, J. Campbell, Slobadan "Danny" Alempijevitch, A. "Tony" 
Ruaro, Barry Benjamin, K. Kocker, J. Gauley, Cyril Gilbert, R. Behan, T. Friend, J. Gates, Joe 
Sharman, George Kerr, T. Edwards, and Noel Suddick. 

Bob Bignell captained N.S.W. against England with fellow Corrimal players Bob Young and Keith 
Learmonth also participating. 

Bignell also captained the South Coast team that played the Englishmen in Wollongong. Others in 
that squad were Ray Yeandle, Jack Brown, Keith Learmonth, Bob Young, Tom Willoughby, and 
George Wheatley. The English gave a brilliant exhibition to down the home side 7-0. After 
England annihilated Australia 17-0 Bignell was chosen to play in the third, fourth, and fifth Tests 
against them. 

) 

The club finished fifth in the competition. 

i The powers that be in N.S.W. soccer decided that the 1952 competition would be run in two 
divisions, with the northern section consisting of those clubs in the Newcastle area, and the 
southern section being those clubs in the Sydney metropolitan area as well as those from the South 
Coast. For the first time in many years there were to be three teams from the Illawarra region in the 
senior N.S.W. competition when Balgownie was promoted to join Woonona and Corrimal. 

The Annual General Meeting of the club elected the following to guide the club: Patron Harry 
Henson; President Gil. Thompson; Sen. V/Pres. Charlie Birch; Secretary/Publicity Officer Jack 
Morris; Ass’t Sec. John Martin; Treasurer Ken Bragg; Management Committee Arthur Druery, 
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George Druery, Ray Druery, Bill Fairs, Syd Fairs, Bill Webb, Steve Kitchener, Alex Rowa 
Hughie Hamilton, Clem Shipton, Harry Horton, and Jim Malouf, 

Hughie Hamilton and George Kerr were trainers and ’Scout" Willoughby was named as coach. 

Players in this year were: R. Marshall, R. Yeandle, R. Bignell, G. Wheatley, R. Younj 
K. Sutherland, P. Peters, R. Suddick, T. Scott, D. Harrington, S. Delaney, J. Hall, J. Sharmai 
R. Ken, J, Kelly, M. O’Riordon, A. Renton, B. Mitchell, E. Risk, J, Smith, W. Bums, Jim Brow 
Jack Brown, J. Wise, B. Chamberlain, H. Ruddock, N. Suddick, C. Smith, K. Learmontl 
E. Rainford, D. Allan, W. Costello, R. Bums, Joe Kremser, D. James, T. Willoughby, J. Wrigh 
G. Callan, R. Rowles, Pat O’Malley, W. Whitehead, R, Trollope, W. Maxwell, and Ray Marchanl 

Bob Bignell was again chosen in the N.S.W. team. 

The 1953 season commenced with bad news when it was learnt that Arthur Druery had did 
Arthur aged 52, had played and been associated with the Rangers for 33 years and in that time ha 
been selected to represent his state and his country. 

The A.G.M for 1953 elected the following officers: 

Patron H. Henson; 

President G. Thompson; 

Sen. V/Pres. C. Birch; 

Secretary/Publicity Officer Jack "Hi-Ho" Morris; 

Ass’t Sec. J. Martin; 

Treasurer Reg. Birch; 

Management Committee J. Ryder, T. Birch, W. Fairs, W. Webb, H. Hamilton, G. Kerr, 

G. Druery, R. Druery, A. Rowan, J. Malouf, T. Barker, and S. Adlingto 
Auditor j. Lear; 

Trainers H. Hamilton and G. Kerr; 

Coach Bob Bignell. 

In this year also was the foundation of the Corrimal junior club with president H. Horton, secretary 
D. Williams, treasurer D. James, and management committee of W. Daley, C. Shipton, J. Brown 
A. Rowan, A. Blake, E. Rawle, A, Kerr, T. Willoughby, and L. Scott. 

Players were: J. Porteous, T. Willoughby, Jack Brown, G. Callan, P. Peters, J. Kremser 
W. Maxwell, R. Yeandle, R. Bignell, G. Wheatley, R. Young, W. Kerr, K. Learmonth, D. James 
R. Kerr, R. Bums, E, Green, W. Costello, W. Whitehead, F. Kelly, T. Scott, A. Renton, B. Aiming 
A. Solberg, D. Harrington, B. Rich, and B. Anderson. 

Auburn defeated the Rangers in the final of the State Cup 1-0. 

The 1954-58 era has been covered elsewhere in this book and it will suffice to name the player 
and administrators connected with the club during that period. 

Throughout this era, naturally enough, both tiers of the club remained fairly stable. Those to hoi 
office were: 
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Patron Harry Henson; 

President Gil. Thompson; 

Sen. V/Pres. Charlie Birch; 

Secretary/Publicity Officer Jack Morris; 

Ass’t Sec. Ken Bragg; 

Treasurer Reg. Birch; 

Management Committee W. Fairs, R. Lamb, G. Druery, W. Green, J. Malouf, A. Birch, 

T, Birch, A. Rowan, S. Adlington, J. Martin, J. Hurt, J. Hutchinson, 

A. Kerr, W. J. Bums, L. Gray, H. Shand, J. Shand, L, Norman; 

Coach D. Harrington; Trainer G. Kerr. 

Players of the club were: T. Willoughby, E. Drain, W. Costello, P. Peters, K. Learmonth, Jack 
Brown, Jim Brown, G. Wheatley, R. Young, R. Bignell, G. Callan, Rex Foster, A. Solberg, R. Bums, 
T. Scott, E. Costello, R. Eagleton, R. Kerr, E. Green, M. Foster, D. James, W. Kerr, K, Sutherland, 
T. Robertson, B, Aiming, F. Pittican, D. Lickerick, W. Taylor, J. Beveridge, G. Pinazza, T. Jeffries, 
W. Pearce, L Campbell, J. Downes, T. Orvad, J. Sharman, S. Devlin, A. Graham, T. Martin, F. Smith, 
B. Cunningham, T. Rowles, J. McGoldrick, J. Sellars, K. Smith, B. Ruskin, I. Lewis, J. Rowan, 
J. Toomey, B, Daley, N. Tolhurst, W. Appo, P. Marshall, J. Morris, B. Mulder, B. Brown, D. Kerr, 
A. Kenning, M. Roebuck, P. Sellars, D. McLeod, A. Thommeny, B. Sargerson, D. McCloy. 

Beside the commendable number of trophies won by the senior team it must be remembered that 
during this period the reserve team were premiers in 1955 and winners of the Alliance KO Cup in 
1957 adding to the glitter of the Golden Years. 

Olympic Captain: 

The event that capped off this wonderful period of achievements by the club was the naming of 
Bob Bignell as the captain of Australia’s first Olympic soccer team. The club has had a long list of 
players representing at State and National level but the honour accorded Bob arguably is the most 
important in the club’s history. 



Olympic Captain Bob Bignell receiving the Henson Shield from donor and club patron Harry Henson. This 
Shield for the most outstanding team on the South Coast was won by Corrimal for three consecutive years. 
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FOR MORE THAN HALF OF THE CENTURY 

by Syd. Fairs 

A century in soccer seems a long time, but when I stopped to think that I had been associated wit 
Corrimal Rangers (in one way or the other) for 64 of those years, it just seems like yesterday. 

^ ^1927 St 4 r ° S ^ c ^ iee ® ce ^ Pommy kid, when I arrived with my 10 quid migrant parents in Corrir 

We stayed with my uncle George in Wilga Street for the first couple of weeks and I can well reca, 
George s first words to my dad Bill after we left the good ship Ormande at Wooloomooloj 
There s no Roker Park here Bill, but the local team does play in red and white stripes," he said. 

Dad was one of Sunderland’s greatest supporters and he never tired of telling me that the likes < 
Charlie Buchan and Jackie Mordue were the greatest players to ever step onto a football fseld. 

I paid my first visit to Roker Park when I was three, but it was just Bolton Wanderers who we 
the opposition. 

The two big days of the season were when Sunderland played that other lot about 12 miles up 
road, Newcastle in the local derby. 

Dad was in his element because at Corrimal the biggest days of the season were the local derbie 
against "dirty" Balgownie, who also played in black and white stripes (like Newcastle). 

Memorial Park was only a few hundred yards down the road from where we lived and dad sc 
became greatly involved with the club and in no time he was on the committee. 

I well recall him coining home after seeing his first game. "It’s certainly no Roker Park," he said 
"They don’t even wear black pants like Sunderland, but I’m happy as long as I can follow a tea 
in red and white stripes." 

Uncle George was a referee, a greatly maligned breed of men, particularly if the home team wa 
beaten. 

Wherever he went I had an open invitation to go with him, for protection I suppose. But to this da; 
I can't imagine what protection an eight-year old kid would be against the advancing hordes n 
several hundred disgruntled soccer supporters. 

I well recall one day we travelled to Helensburgh where George had the ’Burgh v Balgowni 
match. Only the very rich had cars in those days, so it was a train job and it took most of the daj 
Mum sent me off with a cut lunch anyway. Players and referees changed in the pub, which was 
few hundred yards from the ground. 

Before we set off for the ground I was issued with a warning that if there was any trouble to heat 
for the pub as fast as I could, 

It was a bruising game, which Balgownie, including the famous Judy Masters, "Tichy" Thompson 
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and several Wards, won 1-0. 

Uncle George was heading for the pub as he blew the final whistle, but I beat him to it and we beat 
the advancing horde. 

Our train wasn’t due until after seven o’clock so we sat huddled in the little room until it was dark 
and then was given a protective guard to the station. 

But back to Corrimal, the main purpose of this story. Corrimal had not long moved to Memorial 
Park when we arrived in the country and the team included such players as Archie Dryburgh, oy 
"Bully" Critcher, Arthur and Billy Kerr, George Smith, Em "Grubby" Wilson, Jock Ireland, Billy 
Johnson, Emil Scardoni, Billy Shand, and Oriel Lewis. 

I recall the oldtimers talking about "Scotty” Drain, who played in every position in the team 
(including goalkeeper) and did it well. 

Then there were the Jones brothers Arthur and Cob, Arthur Druery and dozens of others who had 
been the star players at their previous ground at the Cokeworks Paddock. 

I soon became a staunch supporter and trailed after dad every Saturday afternoon as we walked 
from Corrimal to Thirroul, Woonona, Balgownie, or Bode’s Oval at North Wollongong. 

Dad became team manager and I was occasionally given the special treat of travelling with them to 
Sydney. 

It was no luxury travel, it was in Harold Green’s truck. Green, who later took over the Woonona 
Hotel, was one of Corrimal’s two carriers, the other was Harry Henson. 

Dad being the manager, sat in the front with Harold, while the rest of us just laid out in the back. 

No seats in (his vehicle, but many of the players had been at work in the pits on Saturday morning, 
so appreciated the lay down. 

We went to such famous grounds as Prince Edward Park, Kogarah, where St. George Leagues 
Club now stands, Granville’s ground at Clyde, and Jubilee Oval, Glebe. 

The team travelled to Newcastle by train, leaving Corrimal about 4 pm on Fridays and were often 
scratching for players to make the journey. 

It was on one of these trips that Archie Dryburgh failed to turn up and was subsequently 
suspended. 

I can’t recall who went in goal, but Corrimal were beaten 10-0 by Wallsend. 

It was during the early thirties that a promotion genius named Jack Morris joined the committee 
and started a friendship which he and I enjoyed for about 40 years. 

If there was a way of making money for charity, or in this case a football club, Jack would find it. 
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He was also a genius at producing news stunts to keep the club’s name in front of the public. 

He was later famous for forming a concert party which raised thousands of pounds for charity a 
war bonds during World War 2. 

The party continued after the war with Jack pinching the name "Hi-Ho" from Jack Davey, i 
famous radio comedian of the day. One of my proudest moments came after my discharge fr< 
the Army when Jack asked me to join his Joymakers. Jack later returned to soccer* but more of tl 
later. During the depression of the early thirties soccer, like most sports, was hard hit. 

I well recall my grandfather had paid us a visit from England and bought me a pair of Hots] 
boots (the same as the English stars wore). I had hardly broken the boots in when dad advised m 
wouldn’t be able to wear them on Saturday. The club had just signed a new Scottish player, Jimi 
Seath, and he couldn’t afford to buy a pair of boots, so dad loaned him mine. I was never gc 
enough to wear the red and white stripes, but at least I helped them score a few goals. 

The team now included such players as Joey Suddick, Sam and Bert Lenham, Noey Swan, i 
Jack Rhodes. 

However, money was very tight and Sydney clubs, Metters and Goodyear, were buying all 
good players around the State and offering them jobs. 

Corrimal decided to amalgamate with Balgownie and eventually dropped out of the top lea] 
until the forties. 

A Wollongong Steelworks team was eventually formed as an outlet for the good young So 
Coast talent and then came Lysaghts. With the formation of these clubs, good players w 
attracted from Newcastle and the Lithgow area, Buck Tobin, Sandy McMillen, Em Leighton, < 
Tom Rumley were in this category. 

Corrimal Rangers came back into the big league at the end of the war, relying mainly on lc 
talent. 

Many people gave hundreds of man-hours getting the show back on the road - people like 
Thompson, Dave Williams, Dave James, John Martin, Clem Shipton, Charlie Birch, and later 
two sons Reg and Trevis, George and Arthur Druery, and Alex Rowan. 

Dad was still there and I had long since realised that I hadn’t the talent to make the top grade, 
turned to administration. It was a good club with numerous hard workers behind it. 

Memorial Park wasn’t the Wembley-like surface it is today and we worked tirelessly with \ 
mowers at the start of each season to get it shipshape. 

Alex Rowan with his horse and cart were the club’s main source of transport. 

Wives and mothers formed an auxiliary and started a canteen, which proved a great me 
spinner. 
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Jack Morris’ Joymakers were still giving regular concerts at such famous venues as the Strand 
Theatre, Corrimal, The Royal, Bulli, Kings, Thirroul, Crown and Savoy, Wollongong, Whiteway, 
Port Kembla, and even the Sydney Tivoli. One day we managed to talked Hi-Ho into rejoining the 
Rangers and this was the start of perhaps the greatest era of the club (dealt with elsewhere in this 
book). 

Within no time Morris was the secretary and I doubt if any minute books can be found of this 
period. Jack preferred to do all his business by phone (usually from Don and Kath Thackeray’s 
milk bar) and a suitcase was his records file. But he was a great organiser and a brilliant publicist. 

With a squad comprising Buck Tobin, Jim Jenkins, Mick Maim, Bert Thomas, Scout Willoughby, 
Bob Barwise, Bob Young, Jerry Sutherland, Dave James, Bill Costello, Eddie Rowles, plus Merv 
and Alwyn Behan the Rangers won the State Cup in 1947. 

They beat Canterbury 5-1 at Lambert Park on the Saturday and then doubled up to play a 1-1 draw 
with Woonona in the Sydney Cup final at Arlington Oval on the Sunday. 

Then they swung into the fifties and soccer was fast overtaking rugby league as the district’s 
leading football code. 

We were doing very well for publicity with Jack Morris writing for the South Coast Times, Joe 
Southern at the Wollongong Advance, Sid Hayes giving the code plenty of air time on 2WL and I 
had joined the Illawarra Mercury on a fulltime basis. 

Space in the Sydney newspapers wasn’t easy to get, but Morris usually found a way. 

Someone told him the legal measurements of a football, so in order to get publicity he always 
insisted on measuring the footballs before matches in Sydney. His next campaign was the size of 
grounds, goal posts, comer flags, etc., which made him very unpopular with Sydney club officials, 
but he successfully achieved his publicity aims. 

He was never afraid to stretch the truth a little in order to make the sports pages and players often 
made "miracle" Friday night recoveries to play on Saturdays, or even fly back from honeymoons 
to play in vital matches. 

The likes of Jack Morris only come once in a lifetime and I’m proud it happened during my life. 

After I joined the Mercury, my direct and official association with the club ceased, but my interest 
in the club which has given me so much enjoyment over the years has never wavered - even if I 
only attend matches as a casual spectator, or in a journalistic capacity. 

Syd Fairs. 
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BACK: W. Kerr, W. Pearce, P. Peters, T. Willoughby 
CENTRE: D. James. K. Learmonth, J. Brown, W. Taylor, R. Burns 
FRONT: G. Wheatley, R. Bignell, R. Young, E. Drain. BALL BOY: J. Thompson 


1955 PREMIERSHIP TEAM 
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THE GOLDEN YEARS 

by Syd Fairs 

From 1954 until 1958 when the N.S.W. Federation took its toll on South Coast soccer, Corrimal 
Rangers enjoyed what will always be classed as their most successful period. 

During that period Corrimal Rangers established themselves as the star-studded team in the 
N.S.W. Soccer Association’s competition. 

They won the State Cup twice and the Southern Premiership on three occasions. 

The team reached their prime in 1954 when Ted Drain was transferred from Woonona for the 
princely sum of £60. 

Rangers committeeman Trevis Birch, later secretary of the South Coast United club, (formed with 
the amalgamation of Corrimal United and Woonona-Bulli), paid the fee out of his own pocket. 

Drain consolidated the forward line and Rangers won the Southern Premiership undefeated. 

They accumulated 34 points out of a possible 36, the only two being lost with draws against 
Granville and Balgownie. 

Corrimal’s strength was felt when they easily won the Sydney Cup. 

They went on to beat State minor premiers Cessnock in a semi-final and then accounted for 
Leichhardt 4-2 in the final at Lambert Park to win the State Premiership. 

Gil Thompson was the club president during these successful years, with Jack "Hi-Ho" Morris the 
livewire secretary and publicity wizard. 

After the club’s outstanding success that year patron Harry Henson was prompted to donate a 
shield to the team. It was to go to the most successful South Coast team each year and Corrimal 
held it in safe keeping for the next three years. 

Corrimal easily retained the Sydney Cup in 1955 by defeating Auburn 3-1 on a heavy ground and 
also took out the Southern Premiership. 

Cessnock had again won the Northern Premiership and the Rangers had a convincing win over 
them in the minor final. Nothing could stop the red and white brigade as they steamrolled 
Wallsend 8-1 in the final. Cessnock finished on equal points for the minor premiership, so they had 
the right to challenge Corrimal in a grand final. This game turned out to become what is still 
regarded as Corrimal Rangers’ greatest triumph. They led 6-0 at half-time and by full-time had 
increased their lead to 11-3. 

Three international teams toured Australia in 1956 and Corrimal were weakened throughout the 
season with so many players on national duty. 

For many week-ends most of the team were in Melbourne or Brisbane playing against the tourists. 
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Several matches were played with almost a team of substitutes. However, Corrimal again wot 
their way into the State Cup final. The club strongly protested when it was learned that they woul( 
be expected to go in against Leichhardt under lights for the first time ever. 

Leichhardt took the trophy 6-4 in a game that the players still regard as being unfair. Oni 
consolation was the gate receipts were £1150 and Corrimal received one-third. 

Corrimal again claimed to have won the State premiership in 1957, but the official records don’ 
have it that way. 

The Rangers were forced to play the semi-final without Keith Learmonth and Ron Bums, wh< 
were on international duty. Warren Kerr went in as centre forward, with 18-year-old Tom Martii 
on the right wing. Kerr gave a brilliant display and the team won 4-2. 

Corrimal then defeated Wallsend 3-0 in the final at Macarthur Park. As minor premiers Wallsem 
exercised their right to challenge for a grand final. The N.S.W. Board of directors scheduled th 
match for Wallsend’s home ground Crystal Palace. Corrimal refused to play and when thf 
temperature rose to 100 degrees F on the day of the match only Wallsend players were at th 
ground and they were awarded the title. 

The nucleus of the Corrimal teams during these golden years were Jim Brown, Bill Taylor, Bol 
Bignell, Dave James, Bob Young, Ron Bums, Phil Peters, Keith Learmonth, Ted Drain, Ton 
Willoughby, Warren Kerr, George Wheatley, and Bill Pearce. 

CANDID COMMENTS FROM THE COMMENTATORS 

Corrimal Rangers’ incredible 11-3 victory over Cessnock in the 1955 State Premiership grand fini 
bought rave reviews from South Coast commentators. 

SID HAYES (Radio 2WL): 

"One cannot reflect upon Corrimal’s performance this season without being struck by th 
magnitude of numbers. 

Captain Bob Bignell played 43 games in the season -11 for Australia. 

'Six club members - Bignell, Keith Learmonth, Bob Young, Ted Drain, Ron Burns, and Phil Peter 
- gained Australian representation. 

And to top off the miracle of numbers, Corrimal won the final by seven goals and the grand fim 
by eight - incredible, but true.". 

SYD FAIRS (Iliawarra Mercury): 

"Winning the State Premiership after a break of 12 years was a fitting climax to the two mot 
successful seasons ever experienced by a Corrimal club. The first half was the greatest exhibitip 
of football I have ever seen from an Australian club team. For Cessnock to go down was >j 
disgrace against the type of football we have seen from touring teams, but local sides have bet 
unable to emulate." 

JACK MORRIS (South Coast Times): 

“The red and white's form was on par with the three international sides that have visited us tn 
season and one can safely say that they have no peer as a club side in Australia today. Corrimal' 
many successes over the past two years with almost the identical side, stamps them as the greater 
to represent the club in its 64 years of existence." 
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JOE SOUTHERN (Wollongong Advance): 

"Once again Corrimal have proved themselves the most outstanding side of the N.S.W. soccer 
season. They kept the South Coast football on that high pedestal where they placed it last season." 

BUCK TOBIN (2WL Bramsen’s Soccer Session): 

"The Corrimal team of the 1955 season should be accredited as the outstanding South Coast club 
combination of at least the last 20 years." 






J. Brown 


R. Bignell 
(Capt,) 


D. Harrington W. Kerr 
(Coach) 


PATRON: Mr. H. HENSON 


TREASURER: Aid. C. R. BIRCH 


ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Mr. K. BRAGG 


MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: 


Messrs. 

W. FAIRS 
R. LAMB 

G. DRUERY 

H. HAMILTON 
W. GREEN 


Messrs. 

T. BIRCH 
A. BIRCH 
A. ROWAN 
S. ADLINGTON 
J. MARTIN 


Messrs. 

J. RYDER 
T. BARKER 
J. HURT 
J. HUTCHINSON 
A. KERR 
W. J. BURNS 


D. James G. Callan 


PRESIDENT: Mr. Q. THOMPSON 
* SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT: Mr. C. BIRCH 
SECRETARY-PUBLICITY OFFICER: Mr. J. MORRIS 


P. Peter* K. Learmonth 


G. Wheatley R. Young 


MASCOT — MICHAEL DRAIN 
RESERVES: R. BURNS, W. TAYLOR, T. SCOTT 


E. Drain T. Willoughby 


The halcyon days of the fifties were bought to an abrupt end with yet another split within the ranks 
of soccer clubs. A new body called the Federation of Soccer Clubs aspired to take over the running 
of the game in N.S.W. and succeeded in the process of tearing asunder one of the most successful 
clubs of the decade. 

At the 1958 A.G.M. a move was initiated to have the Rangers join the rebel organisation, this 
motion was defeated causing those that wished to be part of the un-official organisation to walk 
out and form a new club, Corrimal United. Most of the senior team left along with quite a number 
of administrators leaving the club to carry on with what ever forces they could muster. 
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Under the chairmanship of Gil Thompson, and with Jim Brown as coach the club, as they had dc 
many times when faced with adversity, set about re-building. Naturally it was a weaker 
combination that took the field in the uniform of red and white quarters but they were none the l 
determined. It was at this time that the coaching of juniors by people like Bill Daley came to 
fore. Coirimal Rangers were able to put a very competitive team on the field and what they lacl 
in experience they more than made up with talent and enthusiasm. 

Players taking part in this revival were: K. Nicholls, B, Daley, F. Smith, J. Wiggins, t Campbc 
G. Morris, B. Lear, J. Rowan, R, McCombie, D. McCombie, J, Sharman, M. Smythe, T, Gillesp 
L, Gorton, T. Kenning, F. Martiska, N. Hobbs, J. Hale, C.Chilby, D. Allen, D. Nicholls, D. Ke 
B. Brown, R, Lamb, K. Cafe, M, Shaw, R. Eagleton, N. Christie, and B. Sargeson. The signs w< 
still there that the South Coast was still one of the best soccer nurseries in the state when ti 
weakened club were still able to make the semi-finals of the State Cup, going down to the strq 
Auburn side 4-3. 

The Federation of Soccer Clubs had their victory over the old Association and were, in 1959,1 
power in N.S.W. soccer. With Corrimal United remaining within the ranks of the federation i 
Rangers opted to play in the fflawarra District Soccer Association's competitions, entering 
reserve, under 18, and under 16 teams. The juniors had their own sub-committee of the club m 
entered in all the available grades. Gil Thompson was again president and Jim Brown coach. 

A move was made to re-unite United and the Rangers but nothing had come of this by seasons ea 

Players on the Rangers books were: K. Nicholls, N. Salisbury, G. Morris, J, Beverage, R. Brow 
J. McKane, W. Parmenter, J. Garde, M. Hendricks, J. Morris, N. Lowe, K. McCoy, T. Fish* 
R. Evans, R Smith, C Eager, D, Blake, Darryl Kerr, T. Martin. 

A reasonable season was attained, the reserve grade lost their competition semi to Nci 
Wollongong, 2-1, and after a poor start to the season the firsts got to play in the grand-final. 

This team showed the grit and determination that has been the hallmark of Comma! in it's lei 
and illustrious life. On the moming that they were to play in the final Cob Jones died. Despite a 
tragic news the final was won and they were then drawn to play old rivals Woonona in | 
grand-final. The game ended in a 0-0 draw but, because of the lateness of the year, they had to vl 
several weeks until the re-play could be held. This was played at Wollongong Showground al 
was won by Woonona 3-1. 

Another finalist during the year, beaten 1-0 by Coledale after playing two 0-0 draws, were tj 
under 16 team. 

The juniors were able to take out two titles completing a moderately successful season. 

The club was still in a slump in the 1960 season, although there were signs of rejuvenation wJ 
the under 16 team were able to go through the season undefeated. The question being asked 
could the club retain these brilliant youngsters or would they follow the footsteps of others afl 
seek to play in a higher standard of football? 

Some of the players that took part in matches for the Rangers in this year were: T. Marti 
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The much appreciated members of the Ladies Auxiliary being congratulated by president Gil Thompson 

ai the Annual Presentation Evening. 


M. Adamson, G. Peterson, D. McCoid, R, Eagle ton, K. Nicholls, B* Brown, R. Harris, R* Byron, 

N. Lowe, J. Bowen, F. Smith, L Sharman, W. Appo, R. Bradford, K. Moon, L. Lowe, B. Lear, 
W. Kerr, B. Trollope, and J. Kerr, 

The reserve grade side bought honours to the club by being runners-up in their competition, losing 
their semi-final re-play 2-1 to Femhill, after extra time, having drawn the original semi. This team 
seems to have made a habit of playing in re-plays as they had the same experience in the 
Langridge Shield when, having beaten a first grade side in the quarter-final, they were drawn to 
play Helensburgh firsts in the semi. The result of this match was 2-2 and when the final whistle 
was blown in the re-play the score was 0-0. Extra time saw die ’Burgh run away with the game 
3-0 but the press of the day was full of praise for the gallant Corrimal youngsters. 
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* The Eighth Decade * 

Jim Brown was again coach in 1961 in what was the beginning of another "golden era" for tl 
South Coast. Corrimal United, who had joined the newly formed Federation several years ago, wi 
finding the going getting tough and appealed to the other senior clubs in the area as well as tl 

I. D.S.A. to amalgamate and present a united force to the Federation, there were also moves afa 
within the Federation to have all South Coast clubs eliminated from their competitions and mal 
them purely Sydney based. The I.D.S.A. could not see it’s way clear to be part of this set-up bi 
the other clubs playing in the Federation competitions accepted the invitation and so South Coa 
United was bom and as there were three grades required for a club to compete, with the emphas 
on youth for the lower grades, a further drain was effected on local clubs with class juniors and tl 
Rangers certainly came into this category. 

The playing squad for the season was: B. Daley, F. Smith, L. Lowe, W. Kerr, G. Petersoi 
F. Martiska, R. Lamb, J. Sharman, D. Kerr, R. Eagleton, W. Parmenter, G. Wiggins, M. Christi 
B. Brown, K. Noble, J. Nuell, D. McCoid, J. McKane, A. Smith, D. Blake, R. Ken, S. Pretfi 

A. Givliato, T. Suddick, N. Lowe, R. Townson, A. Maas, A. Byron, J. Blakeney, T. McCab 

B. Wood, J. Depto, and D. McLeod. 

For the first team this was a much better year for, whilst they didn’t make the play-offs in tl 
competition, they did in the Langridge Shield K.O. 

They were able to draw with, and subsequently defeat. North Wollongong in the semi-final at 
then play against reigning champions, E.P.T.in the final. This was another match of ep 
proportions, 0-0 at full time in the original making for yet another re-play. This re-play also we 
right down to the wire with the boys from the Transmission works winning by three goals to one. 

Jim Brown was again coach in 1962 with the following players to choose from: G. Petersa 
N. Lowe, K. Noble, W. Kerr, T. Kerr, S. McCabe, K. Nicholls, G. Wiggins, T. Marshall, R. Bignei 
Z. Romaniszyn, J. Sharman, L. Lowe, W. Parmenter, F. Peterson, R. Eagleton, F. Martisk 
W. Simpson, M. Christie, J. McKane, D. Kerr, K. Moon, J. McCann, J. Morris, F. Smitj 
R. Townson, D. Nicholls, B. Shepperd, and W. Appo. 

The first grade finished seventh in the competition, but won through to the semi-finals of tl 
Langridge Shield going down to North Wollongong. The reserve grade were minor premiers 
their competition, and beat Femhill in the final to win the Isedale Cup. They also had a good run! 
the Shield defeating Femhill first grade then drawing with Coalcliff firsts 3-3, the replay of tli 
quarter-final went into two lots of extra time before Coalcliff claimed victory by one goal to nil. 

The junior club had a successful season winning six out of the eight competitions entered. 

Former player and much respected referee, Jim Seath died in this year. 

Another former player and club stalwart Bill Kerr passed on in 1963. Bill was an advocate of usij 
juniors as much as possible and worked to that end throughout his time with Corrimal. For U 
efforts he was, in 1961, elevated to life-membership of the club. 

Jim Brown remained the club coach and his players were: B. Daley, J. Morris, A. Kennia 

J. McGoldrick, K. Nicholls, F. Martiska, Z. Roman, C. Smith, L. Lowe, A. Puckeridge, N. Low 
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W. Kerr, G. Wiggins, A, Ferguson, K. Moon, G. Deighton, T. Marshall, J. McKane, D. McCoid, 
R. Townson, J. Sharman, S. McCabe, W. Lunt, R. North, S. Ballati, J. Bowen, I. Stewart, 
H. Hogler, G. Peterson, R. Wright, and J. McCoy. 

The first grade finished fourth in the competition and went on to defeat Hellas 3-2 in the 
semi-final. This match was one of two titanic struggles engaged in by the club over the play-offs. 
After 63 minutes the Rangers were not only two goals behind but were reduced to nine men 
through injuries. With the guts and determination that has been Corrimal over the years they 
clawed their way to victory. 

Their second backs to the wall confrontation came immediately after in the final. North 
Wollongong were hot favourites to win and they did, but not before 270 minutes had been played 
and then by the odd goal in seventeen. The matches finishing 2-2,2-2,54. 

The reserve grade, having finished third in their competition, were defeated in the semi-final 3-2 
by North Wollongong. 

The under 17s, playing in both A and B divisions were beaten in semi-finals. The A’s, however, 
went on to win their final only to lose 1-0 to Bellambi in the grand-final. 

The coaching of Jim Brown was starting to pay dividends by the time 1964 rolled round. From the 
outset the Rangers dominated the first grade competition only to fall at the second last hurdle. 
Losing to old rival Femhill in the penultimate round of the season cost the club the minor 
premiership and left them in second place at play-off time. Unable to overcome their slump they 
were beaten 1-2 by EPT in the semi-final and 0-2, after extra time, by Femhill in the final. 

The under 18s also made the play-offs winning their semi-final 1-0 only to lose the final to 
Western Suburbs. The score at the end of ordinary time was 2-2 but Wests finished too strong, the 
final score being 6-3. 

On the positive side the under 16s were able to take out the Robert Brown Memorial Trophy, 
beating Balgownie 6-1. 

The junior section of the club showed the advantage of good coaching by winning seven divisions. 

John "Jock" Smith was the secretary in 1965, the playing squad was further depleted with players 
moving away to other clubs for one reason or another. 

Those that remained were: Ian Vandenberg, Jim Smede, Brian McGoldrick, Peter Wearing, John 
Bowen, Bob Jones, Doug. Patrick, Bill Gray, John Morris, Geoff Cleaves, Ziggy Romaniszyn, 
John Veigel, Dennis Kerr, David Alexander, Tony Kenning, Don Tweedle, Phil Garde, A. Hayman, 
T. Jones, C. Johnson, J. Paterson and T, Risk. 

The first grade finished eighth in their competition but won through to the final of the Langridge 
Shield losing to E.P.T. 0-2. The reserve grade completed their season in fifth spot and the under 
18s lost their grand-final to Tarrawanna 1-3, 

Jock Smith, as secretary and Jim Brown as coach were still trying to lead the club out of the slump 
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when 1966 rolled around. 

Players that had been with the Rangers were trying their luck with other clubs * both those 
competing in the district and those in the various grades in the Federation-run competition^ 
Having such a good junior programme, Corrimal were still producing outstanding talent and where 
therefore the club most effected when other clubs were seeking players. 

Those that remained for this season were: D* Kerr, K* March, W. Gray, P. Wearing, W. Edwardsj 
I Smede, B. McGoldrick, K, Penotta, W. Rowan, G* Gibson, C. Dixon, and F* Martiska* 

The first grade finished 6th in their competition and the reserve grade 8th in theirs. The junior! 
were still showing the benefit of good coaching and were prominent in all junior competitions. 

Still at a low ebb when the 1967 season started the Rangers were battling to maintain a viable club 
Jock Smith was working on a shoestring budget with a small, but keen, committee* 

Some of the players with the club were: C. Kenning, W. Tischkan, W* Rowan, D. Kerr, D* Catcher 
D* Childs, M. Hendricks, and J* Smede. 

At the beginning of season 1968 former stalwarts of the club came to realise that the Rangers wen 
dose to extinction. 

Jock Smith, who had been elected to the committee in 1958, after the formation of Comma 
United, was left with only a wisp of the playing strength of former years. Finance was scarce 
committees small, and many a time Jock had been left to carry on alone, Jock openly stated tha 
had it not been for the ladies auxiliary the club would have folded. 

For his devotion to the game Jock had been accorded life membership of the Illawarra District bu 
this did not help his beloved club. During the off-season he organised past players and official 
until at the A.G.M. there was elected a committee of 15, these included members of the junic 
club, past players Bob Bignell, Tom ''Scout 11 Willoughby, and Peter Glass* 

Some of the players to play during the season were: Doug. Patrick, who acted as captain as well a 
trainer, Peter Glass, Tony and Michael Weekes, Kevin March, Bill Gray, Dennis Kerr, Wayn 
Ronald, Dennis Critcher, Keith Hardisty, Bill Gray, Steve Sibsoo, Jim Smede, and Darryl Glover* 

The move didn't produce any magic solution to the club's problems, but it did give a better feelin 
of comradeship among those concerned and set a basis from which the Rangers could again ass a 
themselves as a power in the world of soccer, at least in Illawarra* 

Even though at a low ebb in senior ranks Corrimal were still producing juniors at a phenomen< 
rate. The Southern under 18 representative team to play Queensland at Memorial Park include 
two Rangers players, R. Smith, and D. Critcher, was coached by Bill Daley, and managed by ti 
club’s under 18 coach Marris Sattin* 

To further emphasise this junior development the club were able to annexe six of the 14 finals 
Gala Day, losing in another three of these finals, with one of the losses being by the 14A team 1 
the 14B team by one goal to nil. 
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The rebuilding of the club continued on into 1969 when Keith Hardisty took over as coach and he 
was able to to lift the seniors into a top four position after they had led the competition for a good 
part of the season. 

Some of the players that represented the Rangers during the year were: G. Funnell, H. Egbers, 
D. Patrick, K. March, W. Ronald, D. Kerr, M. Harding, N. Fielding, D. Glover, D. Sutherland, 
W. Gray, D. Elms, T. Jones, and P. Griffiths. 

The first grade side were able to win the minor semi-final against Bellambi, 3-1, but lost the final 
1-2 to Coniston. 

Still continuing in their efforts to re-establish themselves as a top soccer club the Rangers engaged 
former player and ex-international Ted Drain as their 1970 coach. 

The move was a successful one as the club once again finished in the top four. 

In their wisdom the controlling body of Illawarra soccer decided that more interest would be 
created for soccer fans if the final four play-offs were to be run as a round-robin instead of the 
usual sudden death preliminaries and planned grand -final. 

Corrimars first match in the series was against Berkeley and they won this encounter 2-1, the next 
match was against neighbours Bellambi who won the match by one goal to nil. This victory put 
Bellambi into the grand-final and the Rangers had to beat Bulli in their final match to be able to 
have another crack at the red and greens. This they did in fine style winning the game 3-0, but alas 
Bellambi continued their dominance and won the grand-final 2-0. 

Players that played for the club during the season were: D. Glover, G. Funnell, W. Gray, N. Lowe, 
D. Patrick, K. March, D. Kerr, L. Brown, H. Egbers, A. Jones, P. Griffiths, T. Jones, C. Shannon, 
W. Miller, J. Smede, G. Goodfellow, D. Critcher, D. Sutherland, K. Smede, G. Carruthers, 
P. Worthington, C. Wise, R. Hobbs, G. Cleves, and D. Martin. 


Greg Lanyon and Coniston's Gary Norris 
contesting the ball with Kevin Smede and Greg 
Goodfellow in close attendance. 
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* The Ninth Decade * 

The system of round-robins instead of semi-finals remained the format in 1971 and once again the ] 
Rangers were able to make the top four and participate in the end of season matches, this time u* 
both first and reserve grades. 

The first grade lost all three matches and were thus eliminated but the reserve team qualified fc 
the grand-final with a win, a loss, and a draw. 

Bulli were their opponents and Carrimal ran out victors 2-1. 

Ted Drain was still club coach and the players were: A. Haimes, K. March, W. Gray, G. Shepherd, 
G. Funnell, N. Lowe, D. Kerr, K. Smede, G. Goodfellow, S. Homoki, L. Brown, B. Constable. 
P. Glass, G. Cleves, T. Jones, D. Critcher, D. Sutherland, G. Lanyon, G. Carruthers, J. Smede. 
P. Griffiths, A. Dixon, P. Looney, T. McGarry, F. Keyte, P. Posetti, I. Funnell, M. Looney, 
K. Harris, W. Fenwick, and P. Gallagher. 

The play-offs at the conclusion of the 1972 season showed up the weakness inherent in the 
round-robin system when a contrived draw kept the Rangers first grade out of the grand-final even 
though they had played a win a draw and a loss and had scored five goals while conceding three. 

The reserves were more fortunate and took part in their second successive grand-final, again 
against Bulli but this time were beaten 2-3 after extra time. 

This was Ted Drain’s third year in a row as coach. Michael Drain was the secretary. 

Some of the players that played during the year were: G. Goodfellow, G. Lanyon, D. McLec 
P. Gallagher, N. Lowe, D. Critcher, C. Ekart, G. Funnell, K. March, D. Kerr, A. Jones 
D. Sutherland, J. Smede, T. Jones, T. McGarry, A. Harmes, P. Garde, D. Sullivan, G. Camit 
and W. Gray. 

Corrimal Rangers were once again top of the heap. 1973 saw the culmination of years of 
work to overcome the slump caused by the continual drain of players from the club. 

Lance Funnell was now president Alan Peace secretary with Noel Lowe taking over the coac 
duties. 

This was the fourth year in a row that the club had made the top four since the 1968 reviva 
organised by Jock Smith. With the play-offs reverting to the semi-final formula the first grade sic 1 
were able to win the grand-final 3-1 from Figtree giving the club both the major and mm< 
premierships. The reserves lost out to Bellambi 0-1 in their competition final. 

Those that played in that historic year were: D. McLeod, D. Kerr, K. March, J. Hegyi, G. Lanyc 
K. Smede, A. Harmes, R. Whitehead, K. Harris, M. Terzioski, P. Tolios, G. Carruthers, G. Funnel] 
C. Ekert, G. Goodfellow, A. Jones, J. Smede, and P. Gallagher. 

It is a truism, that while it is difficult to win a competition at any time, the difficulty is multiphe 
when you are the reigning premier, and this was true of Corrimal in 1974. 
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The first grade just scraped into the semi-finals on goal average, won their semi-final 2-1 against 
Bulli and then went down 0-3 to Berkeley in the final. The reserves finished third but lost their 
semi 0-4 to Bellambi. 

Still continuing to produce juniors, the club’s under 18 side played Figtree in the grand-final of 
that competition, playing a 1-1 draw after extra time and losing the replay 0-1. 

Noel Lowe was still the club coach with the following players: D. Kerr, G. Goodfellow, G. Lanyon, 

K. Smede, M. Terzioski, J. Smede, G. Gibbons, P. Tolios, N. Gordon, G. Funnell, J. Hegyi, 
G. Shepherd, L. Popovski, A. Harmes, J. McMillan, P. Garde, J. Devlin, D. Critcher, S. McMillan, 
M, Bowditch, G. Fitzpatrick, P. Peace, N. Gibson, C. Critcher, K. Banks, and D. Dickinson. 

The 1975 season saw another downturn in performance by die club. The first grade were only able 
to finish in 11th place with the reserves filling 8th position in their competition. The only 
redeeming feature of the year was that the under 18s again made it through to the final. 

Players taking part were: G. Funnell, P. Tolias, G. Goodfellow, R. Whitehead, P. Weir, 
D. Benjamin, I, Funnell, T. Jones, G. Lanyon, B. Banks, G. Gibbons, C. Stevenson, G. Kilpatrick, 

J. Devlin, E. Moreman, P. Jones, S. March, G. Fitzpatrick, G. Ryan, G. Banks, R. Herman, 
C. Sheen, P. Peace, J. Douglas, N. Gorgon, A. Jones, G, Regan, D. Jones, R. deRooy, D. Critcher, 

L. Popovski, P. Elliott, and W, Bignell. 

It was the under 18s that kept the club name to the fore in 1976, going through the season 
undefeated and winning the grand-final by seven goals to one. It was this effort that enabled the 
Rangers to finish in 5th spot in the club championship, neither the first or reserve grades were able 
to finish in the top four. 

Club players were: A. Piggott, G. Lanyon, R. Paterson, P. Peace, G. Hoswell, L. Pagnan, G. Dean, 

J. Devlin, N. Gordon, B. Banks, I. Funnell, T. Lackenby, G. Goodfellow, G. Gibbons, G. Banks, 
T. Jones, C. Stevenson, D. Benjamin, P. Lanyon, G. Kilpatrick, B. Gordon, G. Ryan, P. Elliott, 

M. Ratkovic, N. Kirkin, W. Cook, P. Vutichovski, D. Ratkovic, and G. Peace. 

Alan Piggott was the coach in 1977 and his squad was: G. Gardiner, G. Gibbons, G, Goodfellow, 

K. Smede, G. Kilpatrick, G. Dean, D. Seymour, P. Lackenby, J. Hegyi, K. Simovic, J. Devlin, 

L. Pagnan, I. Funnell, G. Lanyon, W. Bignell, D. Benjamin, S. Gordon, J. Smede, T. Lackenby, 
P. Vutichovski, P. Lanyon, P. Fitzgerald, G. Ryan, and R. Paterson. 

Whilst the first grade were unable to make the final four the reserves won their semi-final but lost 
the final 1 -2 to Figtree, and the under 18s were beaten in their final 1-3 by Bellambi. 

The club engaged the services of Steve Langford as coach for the 1978 season but he was unable 
to continue through the year and George Ramage took over. 

The first grade finished in sixth position, the reserves were minor premiers, and went on to defeat 
Figtree 1-0 in the grand-final to take out the double. The under 18s finished ninth. 

Players were: G. Gibbons, L. Pagnan, K. Simovic, T. Lackenby, K. Smede, R. Bettoncelli, 
P. Lackenby, G. Goodfellow, G. Ryan, G. Gardiner, M. Callaghan, I. Lewis, D. Seymour, 
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Pearce* L Funnell, G. Dean* G. Lanyon, J, Smede, A. Jones* P. Jones* and L. Martelli. 

The first grade were again just out of the semi-finals in 1979* finishing in fifth spot. The under 18s 
were defeated in their semi-final 0-3 by Bulli. 

Those that played were: W, Young, J. Hegyi, G« Dean, N. Smith, G. Ryan, K. Smede, J. Ireland] 
P. Lanyon, D. Seymour, M. Shaw, A. Johnson, G. Sheppard, G. Benjamin, R Blasco, S. dowry,] 

R, Kelly, D. Shuttle worth, P. Daveney, W. Firkin, G, Peace, D. Rollestone, M> Peace, M. Cowlay. 

Peter Dent became the 1980 secretary and the club had Wally Miller as coach. 

For the second year in a row the first grade finished in fifth position, but were able to get into the 
semi-finals of the Bert Hampton Cup knock-out competition losing 0-1 to Tarrawanna. The reserve 
grade played in their second grand-final in three years going down 3-5 to Coniston after having 
beaten that team 1-0 in the semi-final. 

S. Royal!, I, Potter, G. Goodfellow, A* Jones, P. Lackenby, J. Moore, T. Lackenby, G. Dean, 
K, Smede, B. Boyce, A. Piggott, P. Kerr, K. Roser, G, Funnell, G. Gibbons, D. Mollinson, 
G. Ryan, and G. Brindley were players of that year. 


Dennis Kerr on the move against Coniston during 
the successful 1973 season. 


Dennis Critcher clears the hall away from Bulli\ 
Phil Worthington also in 1973. 
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* The Tenth Decade * 

Wally Miller remained as coach in 1981 with Ian Funnell becoming secretary. 

Some of the players that took part at the beginning of the ninetieth year were; L. Miller, 
G. Goodfellow, G. Dean, G. Ryan, S. Roy all, J. Moore, G. Funnell, I. Funnell, D. Seymour, 
N. Flanagan, K. Smede, D. Mollison, and W. Young. 

Both first and reserve grades were able to finish in the top four of their competitions, with the first 
grade losing their semi-final 3-4 to Femhill and the reserves losing their semi-final 1-2 to Bulli, 
The under 18s finished 6th. 

Graham Funnell became player/coach in 1982 after appointed coach Larry Ashbolt accepted a 
position with Wollongong United in State League. Peter Dent was president. 

The squad playing that year were: G. Funnell, S. Beck, K. Smede, G. Goodfellow, G. Dean, 
M. Murray, T. Chamock, D. Mollison, P. Raak, D. Seymour, C. Cellini, A, Walsh, A. Beck, 
G. Trigg, P. Rogers, I. Funnell, M. Peace, D. Quirk, C. Griffen, C. Smith, R. Walker, M. Walker, 
M, Dent, C. Walker, B. Robinson, B. Walker, T. Bortolazzo, G. McGowan, G. Fisher, 
D. Devenney, S. Roberts, S. Ward, M. Walton, M. Serrano, M. Glossop, R. Toth, C. O'Donovan, 

S. Downs, G. Ryan, N. Cardona, J. McCormack, R. Heyman, R. Compagnin, I. SintNicolaas, 

T. Alexander, M. Tame, A. Jones, P. Davies, G. Brindley, K. Kuemmiel, and N. Gibson. 

The first grade finished 6th in their competition, the reserve grade went through the competition 
undefeated to win the minor premiership, and the under 19s finished 5th. Overall the club were 
placed 5th in the club championship. 

Graham Funnell retained the position of coach in 1983 in what was an unproductive year for the 
club. 

The first grade finished 11th, the reserves 9th, and the under 19s 6th. 

Players taking part in the season were: G. Funnell, G. Young, P. Raak, P. Lackenby, G. Goodfellow, 
A. Walsh, D. Seymour, W. Cook, C. Griffen, M. Allan, J. Morris, G. Simpson, M. Jordan, 
T. Bortolazzo, R. Crowe, B, Robinson, I. Funnell, M. Dent, D, Kew, C. Cook, J. Walker, S. Scrivener, 
G. Dean, M. Watton, G. Ryan, J. Caddie, F. Lynn, C. Walker, N. Cadona, I. Murray, G. Fisher, 
D. Nierop, M. Townsend, G. Stewart, M. Glossop, S. Downs, M. Peace, C. Smith, A. Matiuseenko, 
R, Walker, A. Tair, D. Deveney, R. Perazzolo, D. Martin, P. Jones, G. Scott, M. Bringolf, T. Alexander, 
G. Raikcs, G. McGowan, M. Murray, C. Gonzales, G. Lynch, K. Smede, N. Gibson, R. Hughes, 
D. De Rosa, and G. Trigg. 

Dave Mollison took over as coach in 1984 and performances improved slightly. The first grade 
were 6th, the reserves also 6th, and the under 19s 5th. 

R. Fracasso, A. O’Donovan, G. Dean, G. Young, M. Dent, R. Crowe, C. Cellini, G. Trigg, R. Toth, 
D. Seymour, G. Scott, M. Glossop, J. McDonald, N. Cardona, A, Tarr, R. Walker, D. Deveney, 
D. Kew, C. Smith, M. Watton, T. Alexander, S. Robertson, N. Whittingham, C. Walker, 
D. Mollinson, C. Griffin, P. Murray, G. Simpson, S. Green, M. Bringolf, M. Serrano, P. Lackenby, 
M. Robinson, G. Funnell, I. Murray, G. Bryant, M. Allan, R. Scott, P. Jones, D. Martin, 
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T. Bortolazzo, B. Robinson, S. Scrivener, I. Funnell, G, Herbert, P. O’Callaghan, G. Goodfellov 
G. Fisher, K. Smede, G. Aroutsidis, P. Clague, and G, McCIory. were (he players in that year. 

The coaching position for 1985 remained the responsibility of Dave Mollison, 

Players were: R. Crowe, A. Price, A. Matiuscenko, P. Shephard, R. Upton, D. DeRosa, M. Turca 
W. Glancy, S. Fursey, D. Kew, S. Nicholls, G. Lancaster, S. Scrivener, S. Green, D. Martin, A. Ta 

M. Watton, A. Glackin, K. Bradley, W. Wright, M. Dent, P. Jones, T. Bortolazzo, G. Scott 
P. Murray, A. Ritchie, C. Griffin, G. Brindley, R. Toth, D. Seymour, G. Bryant, G. Dean, G. Trigg' 
G. McCIory, N. Cadona, W. Lynch, W. Hobbs, I. Funnell, M. Bringolf, R, Walker, M. Gloss 
G, Simpson, M. Langston, S. Grozdanovski, A. Zickar, V. Bosevski, G. Lynch, B. Robinson, J, St 
P* Lackenby, D. Mollinson, C. Potter, B. McKeowen, T. Pickering, G. Gardiner, G. Herber 
A. Losurdo, and G. Nolan. 

The first grade had a miserable season finishing 11th while the reserve grade saved some face fc 
the club winning their competition grand-final against Figtree 2-1 on a shoot-out after the scor 
had been 2-2 after extra time. The under 19s lost the final of the Youth Cup 0-1 to Thirroul. 

Former socceroo Adrian Alston took over the coaching position in 1986 assisted by Terry Hurley. 

The club had been relegated to first division after their poor showing the previous season and we 
determined to win their way back to premier division for the following year. 

This they did in fine style, the first grade became minor premiers, losing the final 2-5 to 
Balgownie, the reserve grade also became minor premiers but lost out in the grand-final goi 
down 0-1 in a shoot-out to Croatia, and the under 19s finished 3rd in the competition and lost their 
grand-final 2-3 to Balgownie. 

Those taking part in the teams were: S. Hutton, A. Abonyi, J. Dafkovski, P. Lackenby, G. Scot 
D. Seymour, R. Walker, A. Tarr, M. Dent, A, Alston, G. Simpson, S. Fawcett, F. Shaw, I. Funnel! 

I. Murray, S. Fursey, D. DeRosa, W. Lynch, M. Bringolf, G. Trigg, M. Harris, G. McCIory, 
S. Scrivener, M. Langston, T. Bortolazzo, C. Griffin, P. Murray, B. Robinson, D, Martin, D. Graha 
G. Lancaster, A. Nascimento, G. Young, V. Watson, G. Brindley, R. Scott, W. Glancy, T. Pickering 

J. Stiff, M. Hobbs, D. Heyman, P. Rzeminski, T. Hurley, S. Green, R. Paterson, T. Seals, M. Turc 
A. Turcato, R. Hancock, D. Chatfield, D. Roberts, G. Dean, S. Royall, and R. Grove. 

Alston retained the coaching position in 1987 with the club back in premier division. 

The results were no better than their previous time in this division and the first grade again finist 
in 11th spot and were again relegated. 

Players were: A. Matiuscenko, M. Dent, R. Chipperfield, N. Cadona, F. Belsito, R. Glass] 
S. Hawken, G. Lancaster, W. Lynch, B. McKeowen, S. Nicholls, P. Rzeminski, B. Glancy, G. Dea 
D. Martin, T. Pickering, R. Paterson, A. Tarr, T. Bortolazzo, D. Seymour, V, Watson, R. Walker] 
G. Scott, S. Scrivener, G. McCIory, G. Simpson, I. Funnell, M. Bringolf, P. Lackenby, G. Trigg,; 

C. Cortes, I. Lancaster, C. Woods, M. Harris, G. Young, S. Fawcett, J. Krajnovic, J. Jack, 

N, McMillan, P. Caimey, G. McGowan, J. Caddie, D. Heyman, A. Naccari, B. Condran, K. Perkins, 

D. D’Amico, J. Stiff, M. Snushall, R. Hancock, G. Brindley, D. Roberts, L. Palermo, A. Alston, 
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G. Tuckerman, C. van Opstal, J. Thomson, S. Glass, and S. Gabriez. 

Back in first division for the 1988 season with Adrian Alston coaching and Peter Dent as secretary, 
the club had its best season results-wise for almost a decade. 

The semi-final in first grade was lost 2-3 to Balgownie. The reserves fared a little better, defeating 
Oak Flats 3-0 in their semi-final but losing the final 1-3 also to Balgownie. 

Those taking part during the season were: D. Martin, M. Dent, S. Scrivener, S. Quirk, P. Lackenby, 
C. Woods, D. Seymour, S. Hawken, R. Paterson, C. Fleuren, L. Brodnik, S. Fursey, S. Fawcett, 
N. Cadona, D. Such, M. Snushall, G. Lancaster, M. Harris, D. Heyman, J. Stiff, A. Grogan, 
T. Bortolazzo, G. Tuckerman, C. Griffin, J. Jack, C. McPhan, C. Tupackovski, B. Glancy, 
B. Condran, R. Chipperfield, G. Dean, G. Fontana, C. Llewellyn, A. Venters, I. Funnell, A. Alston, 

M. Booth, R. Hughes, B. Lowe, T. Tupacitovski, M. Bringolf, C. Collins, S. Muscat, L. Besito, 
S. Dunbar, T.Krkouski, and K. Smede. 

Alston retained the coaching position in 1989 in a further attempt to regain a position in the 
Premier league. 

This time they succeeded, the first grade were minor premiers, but lost the grand-final 1-2 to 
University after having beaten that side 4-0 in the semi-final. The reserve grade were also minor 
premiers, but unlike the first team they went on with the job defeating Bellambi 3-0 in the 
grand-final. The youth side finished fifth. 

For their efforts the club were presented with the Association’s Club Championship. 

Players taking part in this momentous year were: M. Dent, D. Such, R. Chipperfield, D. Roberts, 
B. Condran, N. Gannon, W. Glancy, I. Lancaster, S. Hawkens, P. McGarry, C. Griffin, I. Funnell, 

B. Bostanci, M. Snushall, A. Lancaster, S. Fawcett, J. Stiff, N. Cadona, C. Llewellyn, S. Scrivener, 
W. Lowe, P. Lackenby, G. Tuckerman, P. Sanderson, G. Lancaster, C. Fleuren, R. Paterson, 
S. Dunbar, L. Belsito, D. Heyman, L. Brodnik, A. Miranda, W. Habak, T. Bortolazzo, A. Alston, 

C. McPhan, J. Rigby, G. Dean, C. Burke, S. Hutton, S. Anacleto, N. Bajzath, J. Bignell, 
and S. Fursey. 

The results of the previous season saw the club once again promoted into the premier league in 
1990 and whilst they didn’t set the world alight during this season they did enough to retain their 
spot in the top league for the centenary year. 

Those playing were: J. Stiff, N. Cadona, I. Funnell, M. Harris, R. Walker, R. Sweeney, G. Lancaster, 

N. Bajzath, T. Bortolazzo, L. Brodnik, R. Paterson, D. Seymour, G. Walker, I. Lancaster, S. Hawken, 
W. Lowe, C. Fleuren, M. Dent, W. Glancy, B. Bostanci, N. Gannon, R. Scott, P. McGarry, 

B. Condran, S. Fursey, S. Roberts, S. Grozdanovski, S. Duffy, A. Lintem, D. Such, M. Sweeney, 

D. Roberts, G. Dean, S. Fawcett, J. Bignell, J. Hills, A. Tootell, C. Chalker, T. Risorto, M. Miljus, 
J. Davkovski, P. Sanderson, L. Palermo, C. Tupackovski, M. Kurudglu, P. Leodard, S. Dunbar, 

C. Sheppard, R. Mawhinney, J. Bingham, S. Scrivener, W. Habatt, A. Alston, C. Griffin, 
P. Flemming, M. Montero, P. McGarry, C. Burke, and A. Miranda. 
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John Morris dosing down E.P.T/s Ian Beaton, at Memorial Park 


Bob Young getting the better of his 
GladesvilleiRyde opponent also at 
Memorial Park 
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* THE 100TH YEAR * 

At the time of going to press the season is only part finished and it is not possible to predict were 
the Rangers will finish on the table. They are situated just outside the top four and if they can show 
the determination and dedication shown by previous teams, as illustrated in this book, then they 
just might make this centenary year end with a bang and give their supporters a double reason to 
celebrate. 

Players taking part in this auspicious year are: Sean Scrivener, Jeff. Stiff, Greg. Ryan, John 
Balstos, Reg.Walker, Michael Dent, Robert Sweeney, Louis Brodnik, Billy Glancy, Shane 
Hawken, Baskin Bostanci, Paul McGairy, Brian Condran, Rob. Chipperfield, Theo Bortolazzo, 
Neil Gannon, Stephen Hutton, Bob Crowe, Doug. Seymour, Daryl Quirk, Paul Panagiotidis, David 
Heyman, Chris, Sheppard, Stephen Fawcett, Shane Jones, Paul Leonard, Chris. Bosevski, Greg. 
Simpson, Greg. Lancaster, Ian Funnell, Rob. Giraldi, Andrew Lintem, Thomas Risorto, Shane 
Brennan, Peter McGarry, Jason Squires, Shane Duffy, Mark Delaney, Warren Habak, Mark 
Sweeney, Paul Sanderson, Neville Cadona, Robert Ricci, Adrian Smidt, Darren Robaard, Marco 
Montera, Richard Uoyd, Tome Tupackovski, Paul Robaard, Rob. Davies, Graeme Springett, 
Michael Stanizzo, Grant McClory, Peter Beattie, Stephen Krishna, and Daniel Fix. 
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THE LADIES AUXILIARY 

The story of Commal Rangers would not be complete without telling of the efforts put in by 
women supporters of the club. 

Many is the time that the club would have folded had it not been for die existence of the auxiliary. ] 
Jock Smith openly stated that during his time as secretary, when the club was at its lowest ebb, that; 
it was only the hard work and organisational ability of the women that allowed the Rangers to keep 
their head above water and continue on to recovery. 

Unfortunately there are no known records of the personnel of the early days of the women whc 
worked for the club, but we can surmise that they were probably the wives and families, and girl 
friends, of the players and officials of the time. 

It is a pity that we have to name names as inevitably we will miss some of those that worked : 
hard to keep the club on its feet, and for this we apologise, but it is felt that, as with the players, ] 
those that are recalled must be acknowledged. 

During the forties, before a canteen had been built in the ground area, a pie-cart was parked outside I 
the ground courtesy of Sepple’s Pies and this was staffed by Mrs. Muriel James, Mrs. Olga Druery, I 
and others. During this same period the playing shirts for the team were made by Mrs. W. Fairs. J 
Mrs. V. Jardine was another who was active at the time. 

Later others who helped with the finances of the club were: Mrs. Mena (Lucky) Bridal, Mrs. i 
Heather White, Mrs. Jean Smede, Miss Ruth Ruddock, Mrs. Ruddock, Mrs. Mavis Weekes, Mrs. j 
Vera Ruddock, Mrs. Thelma Brown, Mrs. Isabel Peace, Mrs. Dot. Seymour, Mrs. Bonnie Martir 
Mrs, Val. Cook, Mrs. Beryl Dent, Mrs. Mary Kerr, Mrs. Irene Tarr, Mrs. Pattie Garde. Mrs.] 
Lauma Squires, Mrs. Mary Smede, Mrs. Narelle Paterson, and Mrs. Margaret Funnell from 
seniors and Mrs. Margaret Swan, Mrs. Mary McClory, Mrs. Jean Watton, Mrs. Margaret Griffe 
Mrs, Yvonne Mountford, from the junior body. 

These then are those that assisted to raise the club to the heights and worked so very hard to lift it 
when it was in its deepest depression. Once more we apologise for the names that we may have 
missed but assure any that come into that category that the ommission is not intentional and tha* 
the praise accorded is meant for all those that helped build the Rangers. 

Nev. Arrowsmith. 



Two of the early stalwarts from the i 
Auxiliary, Mrs. Muriel James (left) and 
Miss Ruth Ruddock (grand-daughter of 
the founder) 
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THE JUNIORS 

Corrimal Junior Soccer Football Club. 

Prior to 1952 junior teams in the Corrimal area were looked after by the Rangers, however in 1952 
a junior club was formed with office bearers: President Hairy Horton; Vice President Clem 
Shipton; Secretary Dave Williams, Treasurer Dave James; and Coach Bill Daley. 

No club can succeed without a strong ladies committee and Corrimal has been fortunate with the 
quality of the ladies that have come forward over the years to form their Ladies Auxiliaries. The 
first such Auxiliary was originated in 1956 with office bearers Mavis Weekes as president, Thelma 
Brown as secretary, and Vera Ruddock the treasurer. 

In its first season in the Illawarra junior competition the club entered three under 12, and two under 
14 teams. The number of teams increasing as the years advanced until in the 1960s there were 25 
teams playing in the age groups from under 8 to under 16. 

The club has produced many representative players at both district and state level and has had 
some outstanding club sides. 

One of the most successful of these would be the under 16 side of 1960 which was coached by Bill 
Daley and John Shand and managed by Max Weekes. 

The team won the District competition and in a challenge match soundly defeated the Canterbury 
representative side at Memorial Park in a curtain raiser to the Corrimal/Canterbury State League 
fixture. 

Five of the team went on to represent both Illawarra and N.S.W. in that year, they were: Dennis 
Paterson, Phillip Carr, John Nuell, Tony Weekes, and Jeff Gibson, the latter four travelled to New 
Zealand with the State side. All went on to play with South Coast United, Paterson and Carr being 
the most successful at this level, Paterson going on to play for Australia under 21s. 

The under 14 team of 1971 was another top side, winning the State Champion of Champions 
competition. This team, under the guidance of Wally Robinson as manager/coach assisted by Ken 
Robinson and Peter Weir, followed this up by reaching the semi-finals of the Champion of 
Champions the following year and in 1973 again becoming Champion of Champions, now as 
under 16s. 

Corrimal were again successful at this level in under 16s in 1974, this time Peter Weir was the 
coach and was assisted by Vem Barlogie. 

A club must have many good and dedicated workers and officials to be successful and Corrimal 
has had their fair share of these over the years. 

The present executive is no exception, David Cowie is president, as well as a life member of the 
club, senior vice president of the Illawarra Junior Association, and convener of the under 7 
mini-soccer competition which now has 97 teams competing, Joe Guido is vice president and also 
a life member, Margaret Chandler is in her fourth year as secretary with Michael Osteymeyer, in 
his seventh year with the club, holding down the position of treasurer. 
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The club history would not be complete unless mention was made of two great stalwarts, Wally 
Robinson and Bill Daley (Lear). Wal has been managing and coaching teams since 1960 and is 
still working for the club today, he was awarded life membership some years ago in recognition of 
his outstanding service. 

Bill Daley, although a fine soccer player and cricketer in his own right, proved bis fortd was in the 
coaching of junior soccer players. 

He taught the value of good ball control, with the tactic of short passing and space finding the 
secret to success in this game. His influence on players and coaches over many years was to show 
in the number of district premierships, champion of champions titles, and the number of Corrimal 
players to represent the district and state in schools and association competitions. 

Bill’s quite nature and firmness appealed to all players and coaches and he together with Arthur 
Kerr, Clem Shipton, Tom Willoughby, and others conducted a full weeks coaching for each 
Corrimal junior team and player during the May school vacation. 

This type of individual and team coaching was considered to be the first of its kind in the Blawarra 
district and ensured that when the players progressed through to senior ranks they were well versed 
in the art of soccer football. Many times over the years Bill was invited to coach representative 
teams and did so with a lot of success. 

Bill’s wife May and his family appreciated that soccer was a large part of his life and unselfishly 
supported him. 

Prior match discussions about each teams prospects were made by Bill, and Arthur Kerr with "Post j 
Mortems" always held at the Daley’s Wilford Street home on Saturday nights by Bill and Clem 
Shipton. 

All aspiring coaches of junior football could do no better than adopt the coaching methods used b j 
Bill Daley. 

Bruce Pleasant and Alan Peace. 



Junior product Dennis Critcher 
making a tackle against a Built 
opponent at Memorial Park. 
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The Story of BOB RUDDOCK 

Toward the end of the nineteenth century miner Robert Ruddock, bom in 1861 in Normandy, 
Yorkshire, and his wife Susan migrated to Australia and at first settled in Queensland where two of 
their children, Ernest and William, were bom. 

They decided, in the late 1880s, to move to N.S.W. and in particular to the South Coast where Bob 
obtained work at the Corrimal mine. 

Having no accommodation, Corrimal township was only-just being built, the Ruddock family lived 
in a tent made by Susan at the foot of the mine incline. This living arrangement remained until 
there came one of those storms that we all know about in this area and the resulting flash flood 
washed away their temporary home. 

The family were able to obtain a block of land in the township in what was James Street and is 
now Wilga Street and Bob erected a small two room house. 

As the family increased with the births of Harry, Minnie, Home, Mabel, and Robert, so rooms 
were added. 

Through the years other land was acquired in the vicinity, the last of which passed from the 
Ruddock hands in recent times. Indeed part of Memorial Park was once owned by Ernest and was 
sold by him to the Park Trustees so that the recreational area could be extended. 

Later on, when Bob had moved from Corrimal mine to the cokeworks, he was able to buy the large 
two storey former home, in Harbinger Street, of solicitor, C. C. Russell, "Harbinger Hall", where 
many a fund raising function was held as well as many social events. 

Tennis courts were part of the estate and a tennis club had its headquarters there. The house has 
since been demolished and the land, except for a row of houses facing Harbinger Street, in one of 
which grandson Eddie Merrick (Rawle) and his wife live, is now part of the parking area behind 
Corrimal Leagues Club. 

Robert was apparently an advocate of the saying ’..all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.’ as 
it was he that was responsible for organising the meetings that led to the formation of both the 
cricket and soccer clubs in Corrimal becoming president of the cricket club and secretary of the 
soccer club. 

A bom organiser, Robert held the Soccer club positions, at different stages, of president, secretary, 
and patron in a period of over fifty years and was elevated to life membership for his services to 
the club. 

He led a full life outside of sport and work and was associated with the old Union Church near the 
railway station later taken over by the Presbyterian Church, a trustee of Corrimal Beach Park, 
assisted with the building of the first St. Albans Church of England Church, now the church hall, 
served as an alderman on the North Dlawarra Municipal Council from 1902 to 1913 and was 
Mayor from 1915 to 1918. 
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Of his and Susan’s family, Robert died in infancy, the rest married and had families. There are still 
descendants of this pioneering family living in the area and still with some form of interest in the 
club. 

This book is a tribute to the foresight and energy of Robert Ruddock and all who have followed in 
his footsteps. 

Nev. Arrowsmith. 



Robert Ruddock 
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JAMES COBDEN JONES 

A Profile Of One Of The Rangers Greatest Sons 

Bom in Austinmer in 1889, two years before the club was inaugurated, Cob, as he was familiarly 
called, lived the greater part of his life in Corrimal. 

He distinguished himself at several branches of sport. 

Known as the Bradman of soccer, he was also a master in other sporting spheres. 

He won the singles bowls championship of N.S.W. in 1918, with his partner won the South Coast 
pairs in 1919, and was a finalist in the State pairs in 1920. 

As a tennis player he was a member of the South Coast championship team for some years and 
represented the district at Country Week. 

He won several trophies for recording the biggest breaks in billiards and snooker in various 
competitions. 

One of his most valued medals was won at the 1909 Highland Gathering five-a-side competition. 
His team won after playing from 9 a.m.to 6 p.m. and the record they set remained for 50 years. 

But it was as a soccer player that he was best known. 

He was called the best soccer player Australia has ever produced, and was recognised as the most 
deadly "shot" ever seen, shooting from any position, being known to have never missed a penalty. 
He and his brother Arthur were feared as the most lethal scoring duo of their day. 

Cob started young, playing first grade from the age of 13 years, and from his 17th year was a 
member of the State representative team on every occasion he was free to play. 

He played in interstate matches for 15 years, playing for N.S.W. against West Australia, 
Queensland, Victoria, Tasmania, and New Zealand. 

He was the first Australian player to score more than 500 goals. 

A book could be written of his prowess as a soccer player. His artistic ball control, his bullet-like 
drives that rarely rose above grass height, and his uncanny headwork that netted him innumerable 
goals had to be seen to be believed. 

Many good judges who migrated to Australia during Cob’s heyday declare that he could have 
walked into any first division team in England and held his place. 

Such was his devotion to the game that at the conclusion of his playing career he busied himself 
with administering the code. He was the motivating force behind the formation of the 
N.S.W.Soccer Football Association and became that body’s chairman a few months after the 
breakaway commenced. For 20 or so years he was forced to engage in tough and bitter battles to 
preserve its salvation. Fighting a losing battle against terrific odds Ik never once showed the least 
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sign of quitting. Many of his opponents, though not seeing eye to eye with him, admired his 
fighting qualities. 

For his contribution to the game. Cob was elevated to life membership to both the N.S.W. and the 
Australian Soccer Associations. 

As if his soccer interest were not enough. Cob also delved into local politics, for about 10 years he 
was an alderman on the North Illawarra Council, being Mayor for several terms. 


He was an accountant by profession and put this to good use with Corrimal Rangers, being the 
club auditor for many years as well as coach and trainer. 


Cob worked at the South Bulli mine for the Bellambi Coal Company, starting as an office boy, and 
when he retired due to ill health 40 years later was traffic manager and accountant. 

At his funeral in 1959 members of the Rangers acted as pall bearers. "Cob" Jones will never be 
forgotten in Soccer football, particularly in Corrimal. 

Nev. Anowsmith. 


Cob Jones presenting Bob Young with a 
wallet of notes prior to Bob leaving for South 
Africa with the Australian team in 1954. 
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